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takes action for failure to pay rates and
causes land to be sold, only 12 months from
the date of the order is allowed to complete
the sale. The sale is mot completed until
the purchaser hag registered the transfer at
the Titles Office. Sometimes delay takes
place and the buyer, generally through ig-
norance, does not take action within the
12 months to register the transfer. Hence
he is unable to get a title. The Bill will
make it lawful for the Registrar of Titles to
register such a transfer provided no en-
cumbrance has been repistered after the
12 months has expired. I move-~—

That the Bill be now read a second

timae.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second fime.

Housge adjourned at 7.85 pm.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RATL.WAY MATTERS,
TAMMIN AND KELLERBEREIN.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, What amount was paid as
compensation for injuries received by
passengers in alighting from traina at
Tammin railway stationt 2, Will he go
into the question of providing this big
wheat ¢enire with a platform? 3, Will he
also, in view of present growth of Keillar-
berrin, go inte the question of providing
Kellerberrin station with an overhead
bridge?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: I, Nil. 2, The question has alrealy
been econsidered on many oeccasioms, and
it has been decided not to depart from the
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policy indicated by Subsection 2 of Sec-
tion 40 of the Q(overnment Railways
Act, 1904. 3, Tt is not considered thot
the capital expenditure which would be
requireq fo provide an overhead bridge at
Kellerberrin station is justified.

MOTION—AGRICULTURAL WATER
SUPPLIES.

Debate resaumed from the 27th August
on the motion by Mr. Latham—

That in the opinion of this House a
Royal Commission should be appointed
for the purpose of inguiring into the best
means of providing permanent water in
the agricultural areas of the State, and
for the distribution and payment of same.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM (Honorary
Minister—Kalgoorlie) [4.36]: I oppose
the motion. It is generally recogmisged, I
believe, that the present Government are
in full sympathy with the wants and re-
quirements of those who are engaged in
the agricultural indusiry here. I took
notice, when the hon. member was speak-
ing to this motion, that he said the previ-
ous Government had dome everything
possible in this direction with the funds
at their disposal. Let me assure the hon.
member that the present Government will
also do everything possible. I sympathise
with the hon. member on this subject.
The Government realise that everything
possible must be done to provide water
supplies for the people settled on and
developing our agricultural areas. But,
after all, it is not a guestion of a Royal
Commission, but a question of finding the
necessary funds. If T could get the money
to undertake the works now in hand, the
hon. member would have nothing to com-
plain of regarding water supply. The hon,
member also stated that in his opinion this
State had not an enginecr competent to
undertake the work, May I be permitted
to point out te him that the engineers
to-day in the employ of the Government,
more eapecially those in the Public Works
and Water Supply Departments, are more
conversant with the subjeet of water con-
servation in Awustralia than any engineer
in any other State of the Commonwealth,
T koow personally of men who bave been
engaged on that particular work for as
long as 25 years, and I say without fear
of contradiction that those men are better
qualified than any imported man counld Yte
to undertake such work here. Only re-
eently proposals have been laid before the
present Administration for providing water
supplies in the very districts mentioned by
the mover. Plans and specifications are
now in the Water Supply Department for
consideratnon by the engineers, but there is
only one thing that iz hanging up the
project, and that is the question of money.
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The Leader of the Opposition will agree
that providing we could get a million
pounds pow, that amount of money could
very well and very properly be expended
on water supplies to the agricultural areas.
T say this for the purpose of demoastrat-
ing to the House, and also to the agrieul-
fural community, that the present Govern-
ment are sympathelic towards the neesds
of the country distriets and will, when
funds are available, provide water sup-
plies for those who to-day are putting up
requests in that direction. T must stress
that the engineers now employed by the
Government in connection with the gold-
fields and agricnltural water supplies are
fuily competent, without any Royal Com-
mission and without any importation of
oversea engine:rs, to put in hand and
carry out all seeh works as are necessary
in the interests of our agricultaral indus-
try. Therefore | am against the appoint-
ment of the proposed Royal Commission,
We can very well do the job by ourselves.
Our engineers are thoroughly competent,
and the Govermment are sympathetic, and
I am confident that the Oppnsition wil]
assist the Government in this connection.

Mr, LINDSAY (Toodyay) [4.41]: I am
gorry that the Minister opposes the motion,
because in my opinion an investigation
should be made. Not that I consider our
present engincers lack the necessary know-
ledge to decide the guestion. I am indeed
pleased to have an opportunity of discuss-
ing the matter so soon after hecoming a
memher of the House. I congratulate the
member for York (Mr. Latham) on having
moved the motion s0 soon after the general
election. While he was speaking, the Pre-
mier interjoeted, ‘*The matter is more ur-
gent now than it was before.’’ Had it not
been for the hon. genfleman’s interjection,
probably I should not have spoken. This
partivular matter has caosed more public
meotings and more discrssion on the wheat
belt than apy other matter. It is the most
urgent question we have to deal with, and
it has bheen urgent ever =since the wheat
belt was settled; that is te say, it has been
urgent for many years. If I had read
the Premier’s interjection in the Press be.
fore I became a member of Pazliament,
I would have thought it was sareastie. Tlaw-
ever, being now a member of Parliament,
I take it that the Premier was seeking in-
formation, and that he made the remark
heranse the member for York, when Depaty
Leader of the Country Party of 18 mem-
bers, failed to bring thr question before
the House, thongh frequently requested to
do so. He has waited until he iz in the
cold shades of opposition, waited until such
time as it is cvident that the motion will
not be carried. He is rather late in hring.
ing the snbjeet forward. I have here a
long series of resolufiona to prove that the
question has been vrgent for a very long
time. They date back to 1921. T shall not
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weary the House by rcading all of them,
but shall merely quete ome. I have at-
tended mectings of the political party as
a deputation from my district on this very
question. Thingy were very bad in the
Toodyay East district during 1921, and 1
repeatedly visited Perth on bebalf of the
gettlers . that district. At a combined
conference which was held, the following
resolntion was earried:—

That this jouint meeting of the exeeu-
tive of the Country Party affirms the ur-
gent necessity for the Govermment eper
ating with a view to making adequate ar
rangements tfor water supplies in  the
wheat helt, and that with this objecs
in view arrangements should be immed-
iutely made to have a complete survey
carried out, in order tu deflnitely ascer-
tain the cost involved.

That resolution expresses practically what
tle motion asks for. In those days,
uf course, the hon, memlier would not move
it. [ have a strong reeollection of meeting
him some time ago, when this matter was
heing discussed. Evidently en that ocea-
sion I suid something he did not like, and
in his reply tn me he spoke two truths—
he does not always speak the troth, He
said to me, ~*You will be a member of
Partiament yourself after the next election,
and you will find things in Parliament are
not as you think they arc.”” The hon. mem-
ber was right in both predictions: I am
a member of Parlinment now, and I quite
agree that things here are not as I thought
they were. I was eertainly not aware that
it is s0 easy to put a motion on the Notica
Paper and have it disenssed by the House.

Mr. Richardson: Easv to get it carried,
teo, T expect you will find.

Mr. LINTSAY: 1 particularly mention
that episode because the Honorary Minister
in charge of water supply is oppasing the
maotion.

Mr. Latham: You are not making out a
very goned case on the strength of that evi-
denve, anvhow,

Mr. LINDSAY: If the member for York
had moved thiz motion during the last Par-
liament, he conld have got it carried. TUn.
fortunately the Government are opposing
the miotion to-dav. T want to assure the
Minister that it is a lurning question out
there. Every einee 1914 I have been bat-
tling with this problem to see if we could
not get something beiter than we have had.
Past Governments have spent a good deal
of money on water conservation in tha
wheat helt, Wr have had dams sunk all
around the eonntry.  Unfortunately they
coutd more properly he ecalled pot-holes.
They are merely dams of 1,000 yards, and
are of no use exeont to the men adjoining
them. We have also had boring parties out
throneh the country, and generally a good
deal of money has heen wasted, Tn cnnse-
quence we have to-day dams that mnever
have held water and never will. Y had the
Minister for Agriculture through my district
tte other day. The crops out there are goodl
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because we bave had the necessary rains,
but therv are very few dams in the distriet
with any great quantity of water im them.
In the eastern part of the district we have
large areas of forest country, always flat,
with the result that the water will not run
into the dama. So the farmers cannot
carry sheep. However, in the near future
sheep will be essential, because much of the
land is becoming dirty and only by sheep
ean it be kept clean. The Minister has
certain men out in my district investigating
these problems. Whether that is the right
way of handling the question, I do not
know, Large parts of the district cannot
be supplied by the existing dams, whether
they be ealled key dams or district water
supplies. 'What we are all waiting for is a
comprehensive water supply such as would
be furnished by am extension of the gold-
fields pipe line. That will be the only
permanent solution of the problem. We
have been agitating for this scheme for the
past ten ycars, but are always faced with
the question, ‘“Why don’t you sink your
own dams?’’ We have sonk dams, but in
doing sv we relise that the Government will
eventually give us a water supply and
charge us for it, and so the money we have
put into dums shall have been wasted. That
fear has stepped development in the dis-
triet. That is why I say we should have a
Royal Commission that would let the people
know definitely whether we are likely to get
a reliable water supply from the extension
of tha goldficlds scheme. This water problem
i8 not confined to Wostern Australia but ex-
tends to the other wheat States of the Com-
monwealth. Victoria has 2 permanent water
supply for her agricultural districts, and
within the last few days New South Wales
has started on a big scheme for the table-
lands. I have here a newspaper clipping
dated Sydney, 20th August, as follows:—
Approval has been given by the New
South Wales Publie Works Committes to
a water supply scheme for the south-west
tablelands at an estimated cost of
£1,616,000. The water will be lifted
from the Murrumbidgee River and sup-
plied to Cootamundra, Temora, Wyalong,
Young, and Grenfell.. Eleetrical turbines,
driven by power generated at Burrenjuck
reservoir, will be wused for lifting the
water.

Mr, Marshall:
proaching election.

Mr. LINDSAY: T have not been here
long eoouch to lose my native innocence.
However, I know that country referred to.
It is no hetter than ours. It has a general
rainfall bigzer than ours, although it falls
the whole vear round. If they can do that
gort of thing aver there, we can do it here.
We have not vet started the development
of the wheat belt, and T venture to predict
that in a few years we shall be producing
ten times as much as we are predueing to-
day. That, of course, is contingent upon
our getting a permanent water supply. 1

That sounds like an ap-
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hope the Minister will reconsider his deei-
sion to oppose the motion.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-
Narrogin) [4.51}: I am gratified to know
that the desire to provide water in agrieul-
ture areas has the sympathy of the Gov-
ernment. But sympathy without action is
like mustard without beef: it is not very
satisfying to those anxious to have water
provided tbrough the wheat belt. I quite
enderse what the Minister said in respect
to the professional attainments of and prae-
tical results achieved by the officers of the
Water Supply Department, subject to the
mouney they have to spend, which, unfor-
tunately, is altogether too small. The lack
of money for this purposc is one of the
effects of the financial stringeuecy from
which the State hasg suffered for many years
past. I am aware, however, that investiga-
tions are in progress in some of the drier
parts of the State with a view to providing
water supplies. This is a matter of great
importanee, and it is a pity that some reso-
lution on the subject should not be carried
by the Hense. The Grvernment have re-
fused to accept the motion moved by the
member for York, [ appreciate the action
of that member in bringing up the subject
for discussion. However, 1 think it would
be a gocd thing if an amnendment were
carried, and so T move as an amendment—

That all words after ‘‘House'’ be
struck out with a virw fo inscrting the
following : *‘‘the Government, through
their engineers, should inquire into the
best means of providing water supplies in
the agricultural areas of the State by
extensions of the goldfields water supply
scheme, key dams, end otherwise.’’

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: But that has
been done already.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Not on a com-
plete scale, [ know many localities whera
these investigaticns have not been ecarried
ont. .

Mr, Latham: It is one way of killing the
motion by kindness,

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: Having consid-
crable faith in the competence of the en-
gineers, I believe Mr. O’Brien could carry
out this work better than it could be deone
hy a Royal Commission.  Moreover, if
the Government accept the amendment we
shall at least have done somcthing, which
is better than merely having the original
motion for a Royal Commission defeated.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM (Honorary
Minister — Kalgoorlie — on  amendment)
{4.561: Tt is not my intention to oppose

the amendment. Tt is generally recogmised
that something must be done in the diree-
tion of making further investigaticns into
our apricultural water sapplies. As
stated previovsly, I am of opinion that we
have enpgineers fully qualified to make those
invectigations, and se I am in sympathy
with the amendment.
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Hon. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)
[4.57]: I welcome the discussion. Whilst
water is an essential of life, still we have
to aceept it as an economic faet that we
can pay only a given price for water for
agriceltural development, and that we can
arrive at a stage when water becomes too
dear, when it is better to sacrifice the land
than to pay for the water. Consequently
it is a guestion upon which very great
care has to be exercized. Therefore a dis-
cussion will do ao harm, alihough I am
inclined to think that at this stage a Royal
Commission would be premature. My mind
goes back to 1911 and 1914, two most
acute dry periods. In 1911 we were faced
on all hands with the water famine, and
the position was equally bad in 1914. The
rainfall of 1914 was aetually less than
that of 1911, but we had more complaints
of shortage of water in 1911 than we had
in 1914. That was because in 1811 the
Government had declared a policy and
vigorously enforced their opinions on the
water supply engineers, with the result
that wonderful activity was displayed by
those engineers in every branch of the
department. Unquestionably a lot of valu-
able work was then dome. I have to em-
phasise that in 1914, the drought year. of
Australia, the position was not as acute
ag it had been in 1911, becanse the work
had been done in 1911 and in consequence
water was conserved in 1914 on a lower
rainfall than that of 1911. This goes to
show it was a Labour Government that
introduced the policy, tbat extended the
policy, and administered it, and this lifted
Western Australia out of a deplorable con-
dition. 1 say deplorable advisedly, be-
eanse one shodders to think of what the
womenfolk and children went through in
1911 and 1914. Settlers were seattered
thronghout the length and breadth of our
agricultural argas with a total disregard
of the mnecessity for water. We had
1,000-yard dams put down, but they were
80 limited in number and so far apart that
they were of little value, That difficulty
was overcome by inereasing the dams both
in number and capacity, and it was at
that stage that sometbing like a compre-
bensive policy was adopted with regard to
the Mundaring supply. We had a diffi-
culty in 1911 and in the following years
becanse, previous to that, individuals had
been allowed to combine for the purpose
of getting a water supply to their partien-
lar holdings. There were other people not
sound enough financially to take part in
what was known as the gnarantee scheme,
with the result that they could not draw
water from what was really a private
main. In 1911 people rightly agitated for
a supply of water under conditions that
would enable a struggling man to carry
on equaily as well as those farmers more
firmly established. Because of the exist-
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ence of these small mains, it was impos-
sible to supply other settlers who wanted
water. The mains pat down had been 1aid

to supply the guarantors only, and could

not carry additional quantitics of warer.
Thus people who wanted water ¢ould mot
be supplied, and we had to go to the ex-
pense of lifting those mains and laymg
larger ones. We have again reached that
position, and I emphasise this for the
information of the member for Tocdyay
{Mr. Lindsay). At that time a map was
hung on the wall of the Chamber to ahow
just where it was proposed to extend the
mains, A comprehensive policy was
adopted by the Labour Government under
which the mains were to be extended pro-
vided a certain proportion of settlers own-
ing a certain proportion of land petitione
the Government. The wvast majority
petitioned for the extension of the maing
and they were carried ont,

Mr. Lindsay: Some were not.

Hon. W. D. JOENSON: In those cases
petitions were not presented. I was in
charge at the time and we denied no one,
provided the petitioners represented the
necesgary majority of aettlers and the
bulk of the land. At that time membhers
now sitting in Opposition adversely eriti-
cised the Labour policy. It is this carping
eriticism we get in Weatern Australia
that hampers the putting into operation
of an effective scheme, There was
vigorous opposition to the Government
policy.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: From 13 mem-
bers!

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: We were sub-
jected not only to the opposition of the
13 memhers but the opposition of the
Press of the country.

Ar. Latham: You did not consider the
Press, surely!

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: No, but the un-
fortunate part is the Press influences
public opinion. The Press so attacked the
policy of 4d. per acre rating imposed upon
those who enjoyed a water supply that
our operations were hampered and the
expenditure was limited. When a Govern-
ment is subjected to a concentrated attack
from a united Press, together with the
parliamentary opposition, it must have an
effect, no matter what Government ba in
power or how determined it might be.
When a Labour Government introduces a
policy to benefit the agriculturists, and
agricultural represemtatives, agricultural
journals, and the leading Press of the
State hammer away at that poliey, what
is the resault! They said they did not
want this expenditure and asked why it
should be proceeded with, No Government
was ever more condemmed than waa the
Lahtour Government of 1811 beeause of the
introduction of the measure providing for
the 4d. rate, and members in Opposition to-
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day declared they would repeal it on the
ground that it was wrong. The attack was
led mosly by Mr. Colebatech and his paper
published at Noriham.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: He was not
in Parliament tben.

Hon, W, D, JOHNSON: I had to go to
the agricultural districts and talk with the
settlers. I attended the famous conference
at Tammin. FEveryone interested in the
eastern agricultural areas will remember the
great conference at Tammin, which was agi-
tated for by Mr. Colebatch. The attack
was prepared through his paper, and the
conference was called to condemn the Gov-
ernment for having introduced that measure
of taxation in order that the water ‘mains
might be extended. Those who attended
the Tammin conference went there to
curse at the dictation of Mr. Colebateh and
others, but they remained to praise, and the
Bill was generally endorsed. Al the same,
the agitation was maintained from the same
quarter until it led to a curtailment of
the expenditure originally proposed. This
meant that the mains laid were of a mini-
mum gize. The engineers simply took the
delevopment of that day and estimated
what quantity of water would be suffieient
to supply the settlers within a given radius,
8inee then developmeni bas proceeded and,
just as the original guarantee mains proved
too amall, se we find the present mains ara
not large enough to supply requirements.
The mains cannot be extended to the areas
in whiech the member for Toodyay is par-
tieularly interested becauge, if they were,
no water would go through them. The main
eonnecting with the goldfields pipe line is
B0 small that the comsumption of water be-
tween the two points would leave none for
the settlers at the far end. The only solu-
tion is to lift thoese meing and lay larger
ones. Soomer or later we must face this
problem in order that water supplies may
be extended further afield. I emphasise thia
ns one who went through all the turmoil and
strife, who had to bear all the ecriticism of
the Opposition and the condemnation and
ridienle of the Press.

Mr. George: You did not mind the Press.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: But the Press
attarks had their effect. However, to-day
the agrienlturists are suffering beeause of
the attitude of their so-called friends at the
time the Labour Government enunciated this
policy. Had we then enjoyed the unanimous
suprort nov accorded this question, the ex-
penditure, instead of being reduced. wonld
have heen oreatly incrensed in antieipation
of the growing needs of the future, and thus
the position of settlers to-day world have
heen much happier. I ennnot see how the
State, under existing conditions, can ineur
the liahility of pieking up those small mains
and laying larzer ones. People are agitat-
ing for sppplies from the goldfields main
for areas to which the water will not gravi-
tate, no matter what sized rinea are used.
There are new areas in which the peonls
feel they shonld be supplied with Muondar-
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ing water, but they forget that sueh water
¢an be supplied econamically only where
it can be gravitated. Immediately it be-
comes necessary to instal additional pump-
ing plant, the Mundaring water becomes
too dear, and it is better to look around for
a local supply. This applies particularly
to the Bruce Rock distriet, a district I know
something about. The farmers there agi-
tated for an extension of the Mundaring
srprly, but it would have necessitated extra
pumping plant and the water would have
been too expensive for farming purposes.
The local people were advised to go in for a
local supply. That advice was adopted and
2 loeal supply i3 now heing installed. I
emphasisa this to shew that unless the
Mundaring water is gravitated, it becomes
too costly.

Mr. Lindsay: What do you consider toa
costly?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The present
rate ia 4d. per acre, and T consider that the
maximum rate that could be imposed., The
rate to the Bruce Rock people would have
heen something like 1s. per acre.

Hon, Sir James Mitehell: The Totadjin
guarantee iz 1s. per acre.

Hon, W. D, JOHNSON: The Totadjin
people may guarantee 1s. per acre, but the
day may come when they will experience
difficulty in paying. As a farmer I know
T should not like to undertake to pay Is.
rer acra for water. I thiuk it ecan be con-
served on the farm for considerably less
than that, The Totadjin area, however, is
a sreeial area. Tt cannot be taken as a
typical block sample of the possible value
of water to farmers,

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: I think 1s. is
far too much.

Hon, W, D, JOHNSON: Tt wonld be of
greater  advantage te the Totadjin area
than to nn average arca. I do not know of
a hetter wheat area in the State and pos-
=ibly it conld carry a greater financial bur-
don for water than any other area. The
Totadjin eountry is particnlarly flat and
great diffieulty was experienced in conserv-
ingr water.

Mr. Georze: Thev seemed to be quite
satisfied when T opened the scheme.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSQON: We have had
many guarantees, and expressions of satis-
faetion. T have been cheered to the erho
for thinrgs that I have done, but a little
later people have told me they conld not
pav up.

Mr. George: We are both in the same
box.

Aon. W, D, JOHNSOXN: We must, there-
fore, nnt be too optimistic about Totadjin,

Mr. George: It is a very interesting
studv of human kind.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSBOXN: The time is
eoming, T helieve, when we shall be able
to sunply Mundaring water at a cheaper
rate than at present. This will be due to
the faet that the capital cost will be re-
turned as a result of the sinking fund con-
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tribution. I know the sinking fund is
tiot in operation t¢-day, but the time will
come when there will be a total redemp-
tign of the loan,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Thers has
been an enormous loss upon the scheme.

The Mipister for Lands: I am mnot too
sure that the price can be cheapened.

Hon, W. D. JOHONSON: That is my
view, I believe that in a few years we
ghall be ahle to review the price charged
for Mundaring water, It is often stated
that the overflow from the weir should be
conserved in order that a greater volume
of water might be available for distribu-
tion, The Mundaring scheme is one of
the enpgincoring feats of the world. It was
one of the most wonderful acts of the late
C, Y. 0’Connor, that, taking the minimom
rainfall, he was able to caleulate for a
weir that wonld hold the entire water
supply, no more and no less. If there is
an increage over the minimum rainfall the
weir overflows, but if we do not get the
minimum fall there is no overflow, In
other worda the weir is built to conserve
the whole of the water, within a safe
margin, that the eatehment ean produce.

Mr. George: It does produce more,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Pecple ask how
it is that so much water flows over the
weir. That is because we are not using
the water behind it.

Hon. J. Cunningham: Yon know the
reason why we are not using it.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: I am telling
members this, so that they may have a
word in connection with the agitation for
an additional weir. If a man has a rain-
water tank and is not using the water,
the tank will overflow. During the sum-
mer, the rainfall is limited. The tank
will not overfiow in the winter-time, if
the water is nsed in the snmmer, as fast
as it would do if the supply was not drawn
upon. That is the trouble with Mundaring.
We are not using the water to the extent
estimated by the late C. Y. O’Connor.

Mr. Thomson: What is the lowest Jevel
it reaches inside the weir?

Hon, W. D, TOHNSON: Tt is five or six
feet. The weir ir an immense height, so
that even if the level drops six feet it
only goes to show that we are not
using .the water to the extent of the
safety margin, It would be economically
unsound to attempt to conserve more
water at Mundaring, but it is also econ-
omically unsound to leave water in the
weir vnused. A considerable quantity of
water could he hrought to the metro-
politan area, and there would still be left
a great amount for increased eonsumption
in the country districts.

Mr. Latham: We are not worrying about
the metropolitan area under this motion,

Hon. W, D. JOHIXSOXN : The motinn
deals with the dry areas, which are de-
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pendent on Mundaring for their water
supply. There is a considerable amount
of water available for those areas, but
the preatest difficulty is that the mains
leading inte the agricultural distriets will
not permit of an extension of the supply,
hecanse they have not been built to give
that area more than is at present reticu-
lated, and will not stand any increased
draw, upon them. I do not say we are
drawing up to the full capacity of the
pipes, for it would be dangerous to do sn.
We are to-day drawing the amouat of
water that the mains were installed to
supply. If we extend the area everyone
will be short at a given time of the year.

Mr, George: People are taking all the

water that can be pumped through
the mains, equal to 5,000,000 gallons a
day.

Hon, W. D. JOONSOXN: Possibly the
maing are already proving too small in
many of the Qdistricts,

Mr. George: A main of that size cannot
carry any more water,

Hon, W, D. JOHNSON: Is the big main
being used to itsa maximom capacity?

The Minister for Lands: To within
500,000 gallons & day of its full capacity.

Hon. W, L), JOHNBON : There must have
been a large increase in the consumption
of water during the last four or five years.

Mr. Qeorge: As much water has been
taken by the agrienltural districts as is
being sent to Kalgoorlie.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: That shows how
sound the pelicy of 1911 was, and proves
the enormous value of the scheme to the
agricolturista. I had no idea the com-
sumption had increased to wueh an
ecnormous extent, Since 1914 or 1915,
when the mains were completed, the con-
sumption must have gone up enormously,
becanse at that time we were not using
the mains to tbeir full capacity.

Mr, George: The sgricultural people are
getting two and a-balf million gallons &
day, and Kalgoeorlie two million gallons,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: That is inter-
esting. It is not sound to talk about in-
creasing water conservation at Mundaring,
and it is not possible to extend the mains
in the apgricultural distriets, because of
their small size. We have, therefore, to
devote our attention to local eatechments,
which people refer to as key dams. T
take it they mean upsing catchments that
are available in the country to their
maximum capacity. Instead of putting
down 2,009 or 3,000 yard dams, we shouid
do as (. Y, O’Connor did at Mundaring,
estimote the possible produrtion from a
given watershed, and vonserve the whole
of that water. The water will then he
there in case of drought or water famine,
I am not in favour of the motion. I am
prepared to give the Government an
opportunity of rezlising that the poliey
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of 1911, up to and until the Labour Gov-
ernment left office, will not il the bill
to-day. Little or pothing has been done
since then. There is reom, therefore, for
the agitation of the member for York, His
motion is influenced by a knowledge that
the conditions that were satisfactory in
1914 and 1915 bave become unsatisfactory
to-day.

Mr. Latham: Hear, hear!

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The hon. mem-
ber is safe. In 1911 the position was de-
plorable, but it was put right by Labour.
In 1924 the hon. member states that that
which was put right by Labour in the past
must now be reviewed, I am prepared to
leave it to the Minister in charge of water
supply to review the question in the same
sympathetic way as was done by Labour
before, and with the same comprehensive
policy and in the same practical form as
was the case in 1911, T am prepared to
aceept the advice of the Minister that the
matter can safely be left in the hands of
the Government to see that the all essential
water supply for the agricoltural districts
is given, in such quantities and at such a
price that it will be of praectical use to the
agricolturist and enable him to farm ua-
der the hest conditions, I support the
amendment that the matter should be left
to our engineers. It is advisable for one
to express an opinion regarding our engin-
eers, becanse the Government are contem-
plating appointing a new engineer-in-chief,
and the Press of the vountry are urging
that the mew officer should possess special
knowledge of hydraulic engineering and
water sunply. I had the responsibility
of amalgamating the water supplies
prior to 1914. When that was estab-
lished it was proposed to obtain the
best engineer that money could get in
Australia. We did not intend going out-
sidle the ("ommonwealth, becanse Australia’s
needs from the water sopply point of view
are unique. The engincer that would be
Maced in charge of water supplies within
the Commonwealth must have been eduecated
in Australia, and must possess knowledge
of Australian conditions.

Mr. Latham: What ahout C. Y. O'Con-
nor?

Hon. W. D. JOHXSOX: He was not an
authority on the kind of work we want done
in the agricultural distriets. He had the
brains to evolve the huge scheme at Mun-
daring, the unique part of which was the
establishmert of pnmping stations and the
mains connected with them. That was his
great feat. It could not be said that he
was the man for the kind of job we want
in our arid covutry on the goldfields and
in the agricultural centres. When we
started we decided upon getting the best
expert we could to take charge of the amal-
gamated department. We got into touch
with a man we thought was suitable for the
job in New South Wales. The late Mr,
Jull, then Public Serviee Commissioner, was
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deputed to make investigations and private
inquiries c¢oneerning him. Jt was all ar-
ranged that we were to get one of the en-
gineers from New South Wales. We had
the position ready for him, when the New
South Wales people realised their impend-
ing loss, and increased his salury beyond
that whick we were offering. To-day that
gentleman is either engineer-in-chief of New
South Wales, or is engincer-in-charge of
water supplies there, We, therefore, slipped,
and did not get the wman we wanted, but
we obtained others. I went to all kinds
of trouble in 1911 and 1914, Ian Mr,
O'Brien I am satisfied we have a capable
man, who is second to none in Australia
in regard to what is wanted here in the mat-
ter of water supplies. T know he has a bad
temper and has other faults. A bad temper
is a preat burden to earry. Mr. O’Brien
is something after my own style. Jie is
inclined to tell people what he thinks, al-
though at times it would be better that
he withheld his views. He i3 a man of
fixed opinions, and will declare them on all
occasions, irrespective of the consequences.
He is, however, a highly qualified enginecr.
I invite members representing the agrieul-
tural districts to go through our goldfields
and see the wonderful work he has done
there, Let me instance the dams in the
remote parts of the country.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell:
questioned his ability.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: I want to em-
phasise the peint. It is necessary te do
80 at this juneture. Mr. O’Brien hag de-
monstrated his capacity and those who have
gone into the agrieuifural distriects and
know the improved conditions there regard-
ing water supplies, know what he has done,
There ean l'e no question that Mr, O’Brien
savedl Westsrn  Australin. many  thous-
ands of pounds as a result of his ad-
ministration of the Mundaring water supply
scheme, When that scheme was faced with
grave dificolties from an engineering stand-
point, Mr. O’Brien came into the matter
at a time when it was propored to spend a
huge amount of money in relaying the whole
nf the main from Mundaring to Kalgoorlie,
1Te discovered that by mending the pipes
it would be possible to avoid all that ex-
penditnre and thus save the State a con-
siderable sum of money, In the early gold-
fields days when tramsport was by camel
team, and all sorts of difficulties had to be
faced, he was able to supply water in the
most remote parts. To-day his efforts re-
main as a monument of wood encineering.
Then in the sgricultural areas he repeated
his good work and now when he comes into
the administration of the goldfields water
supply—the bigpest thing we have in the
State—we find his administration is not
lacking at all. As one who takes a great
deal of interest in the forthecoming appoint.
ment of an engineer-in-chief for Western
Australia, I appeal to the Government o
realise that we have good engincers in West-
ern Avstralia, Ti i not only a waler sap-

No one has
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ply engineer that we bave; we have other
engineers as well. We may have some we
eould well do without. Despite that faet,
when we have regard to those engineers to
whom I have referred, it will be conceded
that they compare more than favourably
with what may be said regarding others,

Mr, George: What about Lovekin’s
opinion of them.

Mr, Teesdale: Don’t talk about that man,

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: I am not pre-
pared to take Mr. Lovekin’s opinion regard-
ing any one or anything.

Mr. George: But he is the eapert!

lion. W, D. JOHXBOXN: I am not pre-
pared to accept Mr. Lovekin as an au-
thority, I have had more experience and
I am speaking of Mr. O'Brien as an en-
gincer and as I found him at a time when
we were going through grave difficulties
that had te be faced.

Mr. George: You are quite right, too.

Hon. W, D, JOHNSON: We may have
other engineers in Australia who may pos-
sibly be superior administrators and even
better engineers, hut they are not available.
I wish to sound a note of warning to the
Government when T say that in regarid
to water supply matters they should not go
outside Auwstralia. It iy Awstralian experi-
ence that is alsolutely essential, The en-
gineer who does not know Australia, and
particulurly Western Australia, will not{ be
suitable; his engineering skill and previous
experience will bhe as nothing., Ouly the
man who has a knowledge of loeal difficul-
ties and loeal requirements will be a
SUCCESS,

Mr. George: How can engineers do good
work when they are subjected to alicious
critivism such as they are getting now?

Hon. W. D. JOHXSON: Like politicians,
they must keep a stiff wpper lip.

Mr., George: One does not mind politi-
cians heing eritieised, bul with these people
it is different.

Hen. W, D. JOHXSOX: T know that the
earping eriticism we hear in Western Aus-
trolia does harm to the State, hampers gov-
ernment and restricts the activities of mem-
bers, while it interferes with the adminis-
tration of our various departments. Unfor-
tunately we have developed a habit of de-
erying everyone and everyvthing that is West
Australian. The Press, inclading the organ
that calls itself ths ‘“West Ausralian,”’
have verr little regard for that which is
Western Auatralian, In their desire to in-
jure those in authority, and those who are
endesvouring to do their duty, the Press are
reallv helping these who are antapgonistic
to Western Australia. They are helping to
give those who ate outside Western Aus-
tralia an opportunity to strengthen their
grip mpon this State to the detriment of
our development and the disheartenment of
our administrators.

Hon. J. Cunringham: The member for
York said that.

[ASSENMBLY.]

Mr. Latham: I did not.

Hon. W, D. JOANSON: As to other en-
gineering works jn thia State, I had a fair
experience while administering the Publie
Works Department. During the whole of
my time many millions of money were
spent, but we had ne engineering difficul-
ties. I pay a tribute to James Thompson
for the enginrering ahility and gkill he dis-
played in his jesition as Engineer-in-Chief.
I do not think there is any man in Aus-
tratia who can eompare with James Thomp-
son. He has his diffienlties and his weak-
nesses. I differed from him while T was
Minister, but never regarding his engineer-
ing capacity. All the works carried out
by Jnmes Thom)'son have been a credit to
him and to his engineering skill. Men have
been educated hy him in the department and
that education has fitted those engineers to
carry out the works that are necessary in
Western Australia. They arc better fitted
to carry out the various works than any
engineers who may be imported. When the
time comes for the appointment of an En-
gineer-in-Chief, the Government should bear
in mind that Joeal experience is essential
in connection with water supply and that
loeal experience anmd loeal education is a
great asset when other enginecring works
are to ¢ undertaken. T am convinced that
we huve moen in Western Australia  and
within the department who are capable of
filling this important position. They will
fill it hetter than will imported engineers,
hecause loral knowledge is so essential here.
I sappert the amendment because I helieve
thal the investipation ean ha better carried
ont hy tlose within the State rather than
by anyone whe may bre impnrted. Such
people would "have to be educated before
they could be of assistance to ws. I trust
that the Minister will bear this in mind.
To-day, owing to the dearness of money,
it is not possible to relieve the position
from loan expenditure as we did in earlier
times.

Hon. J. Cunningham: Even these inves-
tigationa will cost money,

Hon. W. . JOHNSON: I know the
Minister is enthusinstic and that he will do
hig best regarding these matters, The two
things that Western Anstralia most requires
are markets and water supplies. Markets
can he made available simply by way of
legislation to enable the produeers to do the
work. With water supply there is the neces-
sity for conservation.

The Minister for Lands: We ean only
provide the system; we eannat procure the
water supply.

Hon. W, D, JOHNSON: The water sup-
ply is availahle, We have the rainfall neces-
sarv, We can safely leave that problem
in the hands of the Minister., I trust that
our engineets will be continued in the ser-
vice to proceed with their good work and
that the trouble wili be overcome withont
the necessity for any Royal Commission or
any seleet committee.
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Hon. S8ir JAMES MITCHELL (XNor-
tham}) [5.40]: T have listened with great
interest to the remarks by the member for
Guildford (Hon. W. D. Johnson). I do not
know of anyone who has criticised publie
men in the past more than has the hon.
member. He complained about the ‘‘ West
Australian’’ criticising hon. members and
others. Does the hon. member not know
that there would have been very little
settlement in the wheat areas had the
““West Avstralian’’ not supported that po-
licy stoutly for years, I do not know of
any paper that has done more to help in
the development of a country than has the
“"West Australian’’ which has been so
eriticised by the hon. member. A great
deal was done in the past long before the
hon. member became a Minister. He held
that position before 1911. He wag a Min-
ister in 1804.

The Minigter for Lands;

But for a very
short time.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Thank
God it was a very short time, too.
The Minister for Lands: I would not

gay that because had that not been so, he
would not have had the effect of the
drought of 1911 to deal with later on.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do
not know that as a Minister he could have
brought moisture down from the Heavens.

The Minister for Lands: PBut he could
make provision for conserving the water.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of
course the hon. member was also a Min-
ister at that time. :

The Minister for Lands:
gpoke up.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Dams
were put down at that time but they were
comparatively small, because there was very
little water in the country then. It was
casy to follow up the work when the water
was available and to put down bigger
dams. Tt is a popular habit to say that
nothing was done for the man in the back
country. In country settlements that is al-
ways done. Water supplies and roads are
pvt down whenever possible, In some im-
stances the work was follewed up hy pro-
viding larger dams. It is trne that more
were put down in the back country than
by the hon. member.

Mr. Marshall: One was pushed down by
the pressure of water at Mt. Hawthorn.

Me. Teesdale: I wish they could push
yon down.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I 4o
not see the uvse of this wrangling about
what was done by ome Government and
what was done by another, What we should
do is to deal with the question before us at
the present time., When the hon. member
was a Minister he spent £56,000 upon bor-
ing for water and 13 fresh water wells
were all that he got for that enormous ex-
penditure. Those bores were put down
from one end of the country to the other
and yet there was nmo water.

That is why 1
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Hon, J. Cunningham: There have been
467 wells sunk since 1910,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
maps still hang up with the records upon
them. A report to that effeet was pub-
lished by the then Minister himself. He
issued progress reports regarding the worl.
It was chown clearly that we could not get
an adequate supply of fresh water from
wells.

Hon, W, D. Johngor: You must remem-
ber that a number of the wells struck
water, but the {resh water was limited. It
would have been wasle expenditure bad we
gone further with them .

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I kuow
the country and few members know the
State as much as I do.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: I question that.
You have not seem as much of it as 1
have.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:
hon. member is egotistical.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Well, I challenge
you. You have not seen as much of West-
ern Australia as I have.

Hon, S8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Al
right, then, I withdraw the statement, be-
cause the Minister has seen more., I do
not mind. T hope he has seen more,

Hon. J. Cunningham: He i3 not the
Minister!

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I hope
he has geen with a seeing eye and with a
desire to help the country and the far-
mers, As the hon. member pointed out,
water supplies were provided for the far-
mers, but they had to eign the agreements
and pay for the water they obtained. Later
legislation was introduced which provided
that anyone having lard within 11 chains
of any main and for 114 miles back from
the main, had to pay a rate of 4d. an acre
and £5 helding fee. In some districts in
the back country 6s. per thousand gallons
had to be paid for the water. My friend
the then Minister for Works reduced that
te 23, 6d. )

The Minister for Landa:
of mcney by doing so.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:  The
Minister will find on the files a great ‘deal
about these water supplies, We were asked
to put in a supply north of Burracoppin,
and were guaranteed £50 per thousand acres
for a daily supply of 500 gallous. Hon.
members know that that quantity of water
would not permit the keeping of stock. A
bigger supply would of course mean a hig-
ger main, a bigger guarantee and greater
costs. Then again it would not have been
possible to have supplied more than 500
gallons on each day of the year. The quan-
tity would be too low and the costs too
high. The question of cost is the sole one.
We must give the farmer something that he
can pay for. The people in the towns of
the State have to pay for the water they
are given, but when it comes to supplying
individual farmers, it is another maitter,

The

And lost a lot
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They have to pay heavily, and you canpot
overload them with costs,
Hon, J. Cunningham:

water for nothing.

Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: I be-
lieve in the scheme the Minister intends to
submit, It was the poliey of the previous
Minister for Works, and in fact investiga-
tions had been carried out and a start
made. Though it will require some money,
it should be done speedily. Farmers them-
selves have to conserve water on their hold-
ings. The Mundaring water capnot be sup-
plied to all, nor in the quantities desired.
The memler for Toodyay saw me several
times about supplying water from the main
for the Wyaleatehem district. Then, again,
no one worked harder than the member for
York to induee the Government to spend
money in conserving water. The Govera-
ment, however, needed no urging.

Hon. J. Cunningham:  Then
leave it to the Government now?

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL:
to do ao. Let us see what is
now. I am willing to
the Government, and that
thing for the House to do. Every
Govermment in recent years has
been sympathetic towards the question of
water supplies and has been willing to do
everything possible for the agriculturists.
The previous Government were willing to
supply water from the mains so lonp a3 the
people were prepared to pay. The Minister
in charge of the department said that he
wonld accept the amendment, about which
he evidently knew nothing. From the Mur-
chison to Albany there is at least 500 miles
of country on which wheat farming is buing
earried on.

Hon. J. Cunningham: Six hundred miles
by one hundred miles,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
saying at least 500 miles on which farmers
are operating over the greater part of that
distance. If it were desired to serve farm-
ers from the goldfields main, it would not
be possible to carry the pipes beyond 30
miles. It wounld be possible to serve a few
other places by pumping. We could sopply
water to Goomalling farmers at the main,
and if they paid the cost of getting it to
Goomalling, and the cost of the pipes, as
well as of the connections, it would amount
to 67s. per thousand without any charge
for the water. But there iz the rest of the
country fo consider. I consider the amend-
ment iz bratal. It is hard, when considering
the question, fhat the people should be
neglected altogether.

Ar. Thomson: The amendment says,
‘“Permanent water supply in the agricul-
tural areas of this State.”’

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That
largely applies to water from the main.

Mr. Thomson: That is not the intention,

Mr. E. B. Jobnston: Xey dama and other-
wise.

They cannot get

why not

I intend
proposed
leave it to
is the right

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. J. Cunningham:
thing is unhuecegsary.

Hon. Bir JAMES MITCHELL: I say
that too; the amendment is unnecessary.
If anything is to be done, & commission
should be appointed.

Mr. Thomson: We could put in three or
four good tanks for the cost of 2 commis-
sion.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL:; I am
pertectly willing to leave the matter to the
Minister, but it anything is done it should
be the appoinrtment of a commission. It is
a cruel thing to neglect all these people.

Mr, Thomson: That is not intended by
the amendment.

Mr, E, B, Johnston: Surely you can read.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I have
the amecudment here. Tt says, ¢‘The Gov-
ernment through its engineers should in-
quire inio the best means of providing
water supplies in the agrieultural areas by
the estension of the goldfields water supply
scheme—

Mr. E. B, Johnsten:
etherwise. ’’

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Let me
finish it.

Mr, E. B, Johnston: I thought you had
done so.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITGHELL: —by the
extension of goldficlda water supply, key
dams, and oftherwise.’’ Let the Govern.
ment look into the question. Se far as one
catchment is concerned, an effort has been
made——

Mr. Lindsay: And a dam has been sunk.

Hen. Sir JAMES MITCHELI.: The
hon. member had a copy of the estimated
vost of the reticuiation from the main to
Wyaleatchem or from Merredin to Nun-
garin and to Wyaleatechem. The eost, how-
ever, was enormous, and the life of the
pipes would be short. These works cannot
possibly be donme at the expense of the
farmer. Investigations have been made,
and if the Minister will turn up the file he
will find that is so.

Hon, J. Cunningham: And investigations
will contipue.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Let the
House have the file, which will ghow what
has been done and will also give an idea
of the cost of running the water from the
mam.

Hon. J. Cupningham: You can get the
files if you want them.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: XMem-
bers would be interested to know. Cement
pipes might be sobstiteted for the irom
pipes, and thus we would get 100 years’
life out of the pipes instead of 15 or 20
years.

Hon. J, Cunningham: It still remains to
bhe seen whether sthe cement pipes are en-
tirely satisfactory.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They
have proved satisfactory in other countries,
where they have been used for hundreds of
years. At Geraldton a cement pipe, I under-

I say the whole

*Key dams and
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stand, has given every satisfaction during
a long term of vears. With cement pipes
there is very little leakage, and of course
no corrosion. If cement pipes were used
on the poldficlds line, the water from the
main could be used by the farming com-
munity, as the sinking fund required would
be infinitesimal. I hope that not only will
there e investigation, Lut that the work of
putting down reserve supplies will be pro-
eecded with. At Wyaleatchem there is a
key dam which supplies the town and also
gives the farmers a pguarantee of water,
Throughout the agricultural areas such sup-
plies should be established here and there.
At Kunnunoppin there is a fing catchment,
and the work of investigation there has
been completed and an estimate made. I
understaud thai at Bruce Rock the work of
providing the town with a water supply is
now proceeding. The member for Williams-
Karrogin (Mr. E. B. Johnston) will, I
hope, agree with me that any inquiry should
be by a Royal Commission. The engineers
have already inquired as far as engineers
ean possibly inquire.

Hon. J. Cunningham: We are continually
inquiring.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : Now
that I have read the wording of the amend-
ment of the member for Williams-Narrogin,
I apologise to him for the indignation 1
mietakenly expressod.

Mr. E. B, Johnston:
apclogy at once.

Hon. Sir TJAMES MITCHELD : Let us
help the farmers, and let us not always be
gecking credit for what we do. We are
paid for the work, and Ministers are ex-
pected to do their best for all sections of
the people. Of course their work is
limited by the amount of money zvailable,
and by sueb factors as rainfall and cateh-
meut. I am quite content with the pledge
of Ministers, and T am sure the mover
will be similarly content. Let me say
that the last Government net omly were
sympathetie, but gave practical help, to
the farmers. Water is wanted every-
where, and of course nowhereg more than
in the ‘wheat belt. But a great deal has
been dome, and the position to-day is
much hetter than that of 1914, though it
is not satisfactory vet. Each year sees
some added catchment put in and some
further supply established. However, the
farmers want an adequate suppiy at a
reasongble cost, and I agree with the mem-
ber for Guildford (Hon. W. D. Johnson)
that it is useless to offer farmers water
at more than its werth, especially when
the charge ig liable to hang around their
necks for all time. As regards the Gold-
fields Water Scheme, we have almost com-
pleted the payments towards the sinking
fund. Interest on the cost of the work
will cease in 1927, when the debt will be
paid off. For the moment, however, we
are losing heavily on the scheme as it

I accept the
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stands. The scheme was constructed lo
sapply 5,000,000 gallons daily to the gold-
felds, but it is supplying only 2,000,000
gallons daily, and therefore it is not
paying. Moreover, tue pipes are de-
teriorating, though it is a wonder that the
engineers should have been able to keep
them in such good order as actually thej
are in, Still, in 1927 there will be relief.
Meantime the farmer wanta water, and
in some districte he wants it very badly.
1 am sure Ministers will do everything
possible to relieve the situation.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W, C  Anpwin—North-East Fremantle)
[6.7]): T am rather amused at the course
of this discussion. Various members have
said that what the country distriets want
is nut sympathy but action.
hHon. Sir James Mitchell: I did not say
that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes;
tha Opposition Leader said it. He went
further, and said that the late Govern-
ment not only sympathised with the
farmer but took actiom in his behalf,

Hogz, 8ir James -Mitchell: I algo said I
was sure you would do that too.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Labour Party can be judged only by the
action they took previously for the benefit
of the farmer.

Mr. George: We are not saying a word
against you.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In 1911
there was a drought. At that time no pre-
vision whatever had been made, by any
Government, for the supply of water to
the agricultural areas,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Yes.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
member for Guildford (Hon. W. 1. John-
son) was then Minister for Works, and
he scattered parties all over the wheat
belt to see where water supplies might he
available. The then Labour Governmers
spent bundreds of thousands of pounds in
supplying the agricultural districts with
water. One result of that is that the
present Government are not following on
lines laid down by the late Governmeut,
and another result is that the latz Gov.
eroment continued in a less degree what
had been initiated by the Labour Govern-
ment.  Judging by the Labour Govern-
ment’s aetion in 1911, they will sgive
practical effect to their present statements
of sympathy. The Labour Government
have scarcely been in office long enongh to
bnild o dam, and yet we find members
continually asking, ‘“Why don’t the Gov-
ernment do something?’’

Mr, Latham: I did not say a word about
that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I say,
give us time to do something. The mover
says he wants a Royal Commission, but
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is that really so? I raige that point be.
cguse the hon, member further said that
if a Royal Commission was not appointed,
the Government should lay down a poliey
of water supply to the agricultural areas
—almost the wording of the amendment
which has been moved. No Government
ever existed in Western Australia that
bhad more sympathy with the agrieyltural
section tban the Labour Government, if
for no other reason, because their bread
and butter depends on the agricultural
section, as also does the bread and butter
of their supporters. If the agricultural
districts go down, where will the city of
Perth be? It is our duty, therefore, to
support the agricultural section. But it is
also our duty to support those who live
in the metropolitan area.

Mr, Latham: It ie very annoying to find
that £6,000,000 bave been spent with very
little to sbow for it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
expenditure was started by the Govern-
ment whom the mover supported. In my
opinion, more work is being laid down
and done than is necessary at present. I
have always held that a2 Government
establishing a water supply for the metro-
politan area should do the work by de-
grees, without constructing right away
such enormous works as seriously inerease
the cost before the population is there to
meet it. On that ground I have always
opposed the ereation of a water board.
But through a bit of a fright caused in
North Perth, the late Government laid ont
miilions on a premature scheme,

Mr. George: There was no fright on 1y

" part.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I Jid
not say there was. However, the work
which the late Government started has te
be completed. The member for Toodyav
(Mr. Lindsay) said that there should be
some inquiry in order to let the agrieml-
turists know whether the Government in-
tended to provide them with a scheme of
water supply. Jf the Government did not
intend to provide a scheme, doubtiess the
agriculturists wounld take aetion theuw-
selves, and lay down a scheme of their
own. I bave fravelled various parts of the
country with the present Leader of the
Opposition, and in many places h: has
pointed out that it would not pay the
farmer to obtain water for his stock from
the Goldfields Water Secheme. The water
would be all right there, the hon. grntle-
man said, in case of urgent necessity re-
sulting from lack of raim, but it paid the
farmer much better to provide water for
himegelf.

Mr. Lindsay:
provide it.

Mr. Latham: They can provide the means
but not the raim.

The farmera eannot all
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The Gov-
ernmen{ can only provide means to retain
water. They cannot yet contrel Providence.
The present Governmeat will lose no oppor-
tunity to ensure that the farmer shall be
adequately protected in the matter of water
supply. I am the representative of the
largest farming community in the State,

Mr, Latham: But your district wants to
do draining.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
are 11 millions of public money at stake
in my department, and there is & corres-
ponding need for protection of the farmers
The department I now control will see
that those farmers get water, because
otherwise the State will lose that money.
There is no necessity whatever for a Royal
Commission in this matter, because the Gov-
ernment realise that for suecessful farming
in this State an adequate supply of water
is essential. In fact, that is the essence of
the whole thing. Without water nothing
will live or grow. On the part of the Gov-
ernment everything possible will be dome
to provide the agricultural districts with
sufficient water.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington)
[7.30]): Looking at the motion and the
amendment I am reminded of the couplet,
“‘How happy I could be with either were
t’other dear charmer away.’’ I can imag-
ine that the farmers wanting water do not
care tuppenve whether it be the motion or
the amendment that is carried, so long as it
be put into effect. A pgood deal of what I
have heard this evening calls for noe reply
from me. But I think we are straying a
bit from the main issue. The question is,
what is the beat way to provide water for
those who need it, and must indeed have it
if they are to remain on their holdings, I
was struck by the remarks of the member
for Quildford (Hon. W. D. Johnson), and
by interjection was able to c¢onvey to him
a little information regarding the goldfields
water supply stheme. 1 think hon. members
should kpow what I now propose to tell
them. We are all aware that for years
past the goldfields main has given the re-
sponsible engineers grave anxiety. Serious
vorrosion took place, cansing perforation in
the pipes and at one time threatening to ren-
der it incumbent upon the Goversment to
consider whether they should mot put down
a second main in ecase the original failed.
It would have been a calamity, not ounly to
the goldfields, but also t¢ agrieulturists
along the line, if anything had happened
that could mot be coped with in a short
time. I am satisfied that the eareful look-
ing after of that main by the engineers,
with Mr. O’Brien ot their head, was work
the country has not appreciated, but which
neverthelesy deserves the fullest recoguition.
The main was designed by the late Mr. C.
Y. O'Connor to deliver 5,100,000 gallons
per day to the goldfields. It was- believed
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that that guantity of water would be taken
by the mines. Experience has shown that
they have not come within reasonable dis-
tance of the quantity that could have been
supplied. Cungequently some of the re-
marks made by the member for Guildford
were fully justified. If from the beginning
Kalgoorlie kiad taken all the water the
scheme was capable of delivering, instead
of a tremendous gquantity of water being
wasted there would have been comparatively
little to flow over the weir. It is not at
all a bad thing that some should go over the
wiir, beepuse it is desirable that the water
in the lower levels rhonld, if possible, mix
up with the incoming supplies and be taken
ouf, thus reducing the quantity of chloride.
At present the main betneen Nos. 1 and 2
pumping stations is being taxed fo its full
capacity. T believe it is delivering nearly,
if not quite, 5,000,000 gallons per day from
the one station to the other. Of that quan-
tity the mines at Kalgoorlie and along the
route are taking a little over 2,000,000 gal-
lons per day, while the agricultural areas
also are taking over 2,000,000 gallons per
day. A certain quantity of the water
pumped is lost in transit and so, as I say,
in all probability the main between Nos, 1
and 2 pumping stations is being taxed to
its full eapacity, especially considering its
weaakened state in consequence of the tronble
I allnded to. T dn not wish to create any
nervonaness in regard to that main, for 1
am confident that the responsible officers
have their plans and preparations made to
remedy in a short time any trouble that
might reasonably be expeeted to oceur.
Coming to the reticulations through agrieul-
tural distriets, I wish to speak rather from
a practical poeint of view than from either
the politieal or the finaneial aspeet. Tf
during my term of officc money had hecn
available T would have Inid larper mains
for the retieulation serviees, hecause I know
that the man with such an undertaking on
hand must not look merely to the needs of
the day, bot must have the foresight to
visnalire what is Yikely to he required in
the years to come. The putting down of
an invh or an inch and a-half pipe means
that those at the far ¢nd can get but very
little water until those nearest to the main-
bave ceased drawing. The one thing to be
said for those small pipes ig that they repre-
gented the only means by which at the time
relief conld e given to those who needed
the water. When one has but £3000 or
£10,000 for expenditure on sieh a work, one
ean only do his best to relieve the situation,
cutting his coat aeeording te his ecloth,
and  giving the penple those small
pipes in the hope that consideration
would be shown to those at the end of the
branch by their more fortunatz fellows
nearer to the main. Tt must be remem-
bered that when money is searce those re-
sponsible for earrying out the work have
to see to it that people in need of water
ghall get some, even if they cannot get all
that they could do with. Tf any more of
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tlhose Lranch lines are to be laid, I should
like to see them of sufficient size to serve
a lorger number of farmers and at a greater
distance from the main than is being done
to-day. The Leader of the Opposition said
L had dome certain things in respeet of
water supply for agricultural areas. I de
not wish to sav anything about that, ex-
cept to remark that there will be found on
the departmental files an indication of the
conditipns by which I was necessarily gov-
erned in trying to do the work with the
moncy at my disposal. Tf the Minigter now
in charge of the department should at any
time question anything that has been done, -
no doubt he will give me an opportunity to
look into the matter and see what the
trouble may be, For the advantage of new
members, and at the risk of wearying old
members, T wish to repeat what T have said
a nomber of times about the supplying of
Perth from Mundaring. To-day Perth ia
getting rather more than a million gallons
per diem from Mundaring. I have advised
that the utmost it would be safe to allow
Perth to have from Mondaring, would be
ap additional million gallons per day. The
cost of the main to carry that additional
million gallons would Tun inte very large
figures, and so it was considered hetter to
let that main go and pnt whatever moncy
was available into the amount required for
the big acheme now mnder construction.
The suggestion has heen made in the Press
by contributors of sincere views but not
mwuch knowledge, and by leader writera
whose knowledge is even less, that another
weir shonld be huilt lower down the valley,
and the water from that reticnlated to
Perth. One man in public life who has
also an interest in a newspaper, and is
always poking his mose into mischief, has
deelarcd that if that supplementary weir
were built this other biz scheme would not
be required. The Minister will find that
that question was thoroughly and carefully
considered and a decision made, after con-
s-ltation with the Premier and other mem-
bers of the Cabinet, as to whether we conld
avail ovrselves further of the Muadaring
smprly to get Perth out of its water trouble.
A Royal Commission has been asked for,

Roth select committees and Royal Com-
missions  may serve a  good purpose
on  many questions, provided it he

postible to recure men free from hias, pre-
judiee, and maliee. Members do not re-
quire me to name any of those T have in
mind, because they will be patent to any
who have read in the columuns of the Press
daring the last few weeks the report of the
proceedings of one select committee. Ta the
quections asked, one member of the com-
mittee showed his malicious biag from start
to finish.

Mr. Teesdale: Spite and venom!

Mr. GEORGE: That member endeav-
onred to pose as one having the whole of
the interests of Western Australia at heart,
and yet he gives away his case by indi-
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cating bias and malice in every word he
utters.

Mr. Tecsdale: It wag dripping from his
nose,

Mr, GEORGE: If I had my way, I wounld
make it a penal offence for any man con-
nected with the Press to enter this Cham-
ber or another place.

The Minister for Works: What about
the member for Swan (Mr, Sampson)?

Mr, GEORGE: There is always an excep-
tion; there is one honest man in Galilee.
I have known two Pressmen who attained
high positions in this State, and I bave no

hesitation in saying, after 34 years of care-
" ful obscrvation, that they have dome more
barm to Western Australia than amy other
two men 1 have known.

The Minister for Works:

Mr. Tecgdale: You ought to know them.

The I'remier: Should not the public
know who these awful wen are?

Mr, GEORGE: They know.

Who are they?

Mr. Tu,lor: One a member of auother
place.
Mr. GFORGE: If a Royal Commission

be appoeinted, it may do good, provided the
Premicr could find unbisssed men to serve
upon it, but when a man joins a Rayal
Commigsion or a seleet committee and be-
trays hy his utterances that his mind is
biassed, he is not acting honestly to the
State.

Mr. Taylor: The rogue elephant.

AMr. GEORGE: 1 helieve that all the
information required i3 in the files of the
department. The engincer for golldfields
water supplics has been studying this ques-
tion for years, and if there is any one man
in the State who knows the requirements of
the agricultural areas, and how those re-
quirements can best he met with the means
at his command, it is Mr. C’'Brien. I do
not care twopence about the Herdsman's
Lake scheme.  Freguently men who have
done fine work throughout their careers
make one mistake and are not given credit
for the pood they have done. It is to bhe
hoped that when onr time for judgment
arrives, there may be set against our sins
some of ihe good things we have dome. Mr.
O 'Brien knows all about key dams and the
dams required by farmera. He knows the
full strength  of the Coolgardie water
scheme and what he ean do with it. Nearly
four years age he foresaw a shortage of
water in the agricultural areas, and asked
for a sum of money to make necessary sur-
veya to deeide where the dams shonld be
placed. There are many people who helieve
that when you want a dam, all ¥on have to
do is to sink a hole, but those who have had
some experience of dam sinking know
hetter. An engineer in charge of such big
works has a right to that which he knowa
is necessary beforc committing himself to
the course it is proposed he should pursve.
Without a proper survey it would be mad-
ness to attempt fo put down big dams
anywhere in Western Awstralia. In ome
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area a dam wonld not hold +water, and a
few hundred yards distant there might be

good holding ground, bhut surveys are
neecssary  to nascertain  where the good
ground s, It is onc of the griefs of

my official life that T vould not find the
money for the engineers te make the
arvey that would have enabled them to
give an opinion by which they covld
stand, The "T'reasurer did noet have rhe
meney and therefore the work could not

be done us we wighed to do it. No doubt
the present Minister’s experience will
bear out every word I have said. [t is

vonfair to blame either the department or
the officers, as they have been blamed, or
to hold them up to ridicule as they have
heen held up by the Press of the goldficlds
md of Perth. Were the facts known, it
would be realised that they had foreseen
what was likely to happen and that lack
of funds alone was resnonsible for the
needsn of the country not being met. 1
speak of Mr, O’Brien with a certain
amount of feeling. Tt is 29 years aince I
gave him his first employment in Western
Australia. I gave him a job to make 2
survey for me, and he did it weil. I con-
sider it only right that I shou'd hear wit-
ness to the value of the men who oare
working for the State. When people say
we have no engineers in the Works De-
partment ecapable of grappling with 1he
problems of water supply, it is a deliherate
and malicious lie, We have good cngincers,
Some people make erroneous statements
through Iack of information, but the man
I refer to makes them when he has the
information. When the Engineer-in-Chicf
was in the Eastern Statcs ot the end of
last year, I asked him to look aronnd and
sce what engineers ha could find. On his
return he told me there were no men avail-
able equal to our own. The reason is this:
Western Australia bas becn doing engin-
eering works ever sinee responmsible gorv-
ernment in 1890, and has trained its own
men. The other States have been doing
more in the nature of maintemanee and
routine work. Consequently young eagin-
eers in the other States during the Jast
20 or 25 years have grown up without that
full expericnce so necessary to their
anceeess.  Yon may get a young fellow
from the University with no field experi-
ence, hut if he shows a willingness to
learn, and does not mind sinking his high
falutin’ notions, he will learn something
ahont water works, railways, roads, build-
ings and such like things. Qur engineers
have had experience of these works. There
is much in what the member for Guildford
(Hon. W. D. Johnenn) eaid., If we can
find a man with local training plus the
other qualifications, he is the man wa
want. If we engaged a man from abroad,
he may possess knowledge that our
engineers have not got, but without =
knowledge of local conditions, he would
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require vearly a year before he would find
out whether his men were running with
him or counter to him. I hope the Gov-
ernment will fully consider the claims “of
the men in this State. I repeat, that all
the information required can be found on
the departmental files. The Engibeer-in-
Chief has considered this matter and so
have the departmental engineers, whe
know that their professional reputations
and careers are at stake. For it to be
said either ju the Press or outside that
these men have not the sense of honour to
give the State the best that is in them, is
not a proper thing, nor is it conducive ta
loyalty in the service. There are men
who make mistakkes, Where is the man
who does not make s mistake be he a
politieian, jouraalist, engineer, parson or
anyone else? If we are mercly to be
blamed for the mistakes we make, and bhe
deoied any eredit for the good things we
do, we shall be badly off indeed.

Mr. LINDSAY (Toodyay—on amend-
ment) [8.0]: Members have asked how
muel the farmers can pay for their water.
It is neccssary to reply to their statements,
particularly those of the member for Guild-
ford (Hon. W. D. Johnson) and the Leader
of the Opposition.

Mr. Latham: I do not know whether the

hon. member is making another second
reading speech,
Mr, SPEAKER: I understand the hon.

member is speaking enly to the amendment.

AMr. Latham: He ecdnnot renly to what
was said before.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hér. member must
confine himself to the amendment, for he
has already spoken to the motion,

Mr, LINDSAY: I understand the mem-
ber for Guijldford spoke to the amendment,

Mr. Latham: It was a very wide speech.

Mr. LINDSAY: He made certain state-
ments regarding the price of water, Cer-
tain rates will have to be struek in conm-
nection with the proposed distriet water
supply. I have introduced deputations to
the Minister, representative of 21 distriets,
and it was stated that the farmers could
afford to pay £50 per thousand acres per
annum., The Minister for Agriculture was
at Trayning last Saturday, and a deputa-
tion that waited upon him stated they
could afford to pay much more than that.

FThe Minister for Agrieulture: A shil-
ling per acre per annvm was spoken of.

Mr. LINDSAY: I know we can pay
that amount.

The Minister for Agriculture:
go. too.

AMr. LINDSAY: Some districts cannot
afford to do without water, and must have
it at a reasonnble nrice. A scheme for the
district was put up to us for the supply
of 750,000 acres at an average cost of £37
per thousand acres per annum. We have
stuck to that scheme. Mr. O’Brien told us
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he could not give it to us, because if he
did so it wculd mean taking all the avail-
able water from the goldfields water maing,
it being required somewhere else. He said
he is satisfed be can solve the problem it
he is given the opportumity to do so. He
is honest and sincere in his statement, and
knows the distrivt. All I ask is that the
Government make available sufficient money
for an investigation and expedite the mat-
ter. Evidently the Minister for Lands
misconstrued certain statements I made. 1
admit that some farmers in the wheat belt
have not put down dams as they should
have. Had they done so, they could have
obtained water in certain places. Further
east there are big areas of Hlat forest coun-
try, where it is not possible to catch water
in a normal season.

The Minister for Agricultnre: If there
were a dozen dams there they would not
eatch water.

AMr, LINDSAY: That is so. I know
of one man who put down three dams,
which did not hold a drop of water. 1
wénld rather have the motion carried, but
half g loaf is better than no bread.

The MINISTER FOIR AGRICULTURE
(Hon, M. 1N Troy—Mt Magnet) [8.5]):
When I visited the distriet represented by
the member for Toodyay (AMr, Lindsay) 1
was struck by the great loss ineurred by
this country as a result of the settlers hav-
ing no assured water supply. Te-night
members have discussed the ability of set-
tlers to pay for a supply if onme is pro-
vided, I am not speaking on behalf of the
Governmient. Tt occurred to me when I was
there that the -peaple of thiz country were
Iesine a great deal of wealth, beeause of
the absenece of an adenqunte water supply.
T¢ the people of this State realised the
great waste and loss that resulted from the
fact that many settlers along our existing
railways have no water supply and can
carry no stork, they would feel inclined to
agree that the State should carry the bur-
den. The ability of the farmer to pay for
a water supply has been stressed. It is es.
timated he wonld be rated at 1s. per aere
per annum, and that his supply would be
500 gnllons daily. It has to be remem-
bored that during half the year at least he
wonld not require that amount of water,
and that for the other half of the vear he
would be able to take 1,000 gallons a day,
the rate remaining the samc.

Hoen. J. Cunningham: How is he to get
the money?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
T will tell the House some of my personal
experiences.

Hon. .J. Cunningham:
like wou.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTTURE:
Although I have dams which cost me £1,000,
which is as much as any other settler can
do in the vears this country has been es-
tablished, in 1927, T ran sHort of water,

They are not all
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This was in the month of Januvary. I had
to take my sheep away and remt a place
where there was abundance of water but
no feed. Within a few months I lost 200
sheep out of 700.

Hen, J. Cunningham:
fall that year.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That number of sheep was worth to me,
apart from the natural inecrease or the wooal,
at least £300. That rcpresents six years ot
water rates at £50 a year.

Hon. W. I). Johnson: You are not on a
thonsand-aere propesition. You would not
be able te earry that number of sheep on a
thousand acres.

The MINTISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
If T had had 200 sheep only I would have
lost them all.

Hen. W. D, Johnson : But your doms
would have been half full,

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
My dams were exhausted on the st Janu-
ary, and there was no rain until the end
of April. Up to the end of October my
sheep were not drinking at the dams.
There was enough moisture in the feed
and on the surface to carry them through.
On a conservative estimate I logt 2300,
but my losses were more than that. I lost
the natural inecrease, and my wool in the
suceeeding year was not good. T had no
lambs in the following year. I therefore
lost £400 as a result of that privation.
The settler in the eastern wheat belt does
not carry sheep. There is a vast area of
country growing good feed, that is going
to waste, because of the absence of atock.
Farmers are put to the heavy expense of
keeping their fallow c¢lean when sheep
ehould be doing this, and the easential
fertility of the soil kept in it.  There
are hundreds of thousands of aeres of
land, soud-plain, whieh, if carrying sheep,
would soon be brought into eultivation
and become good pasture. Peaple do not
realise the great loss to the community
in wool and mutton through the absenece
of shcep in those areas. If people want
their meat at a reasonable price the hest
way to get it is for them to see that the
country is placed in a position to earry
stock. There will always be a shortage of
meat if the conntry does not earry more
stock. A vast area of country, stretching
throughout the wheat belt from north to
south, is earrying no stork. The wheat
belt will never he completely developed
until it is pravided with water supply. It
is not for me to say how this should he
done, but to stress the necessity for the
people having it dowe if it ecan be
arranged.

Hon. 7. Cunningham: Are you speaking
in favour of the motion?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No; of the amendment. T do not think
the Honorary . Minister should be hostile

¥ou had ro rain-
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in this matter, for T am entitled to my
own opinion., When T was in the
Wimmera distriet I was informed that the
Government, when the conditions were as
bad as they are here, same years ago put
weirs in the Wimmera River and pumped
the water through 1,000 miles of channel.
It occurred to me that the same thing
could be dome in parts of thig country,
There might be no necessity for pipes
through which to carrv water, I admit
that the channel svstem might involve a
good deal of loss by evaporation. In the
Winnnera  there were 1,000 miles of
ehannel, and the water was led into the
dams when necessity arose. Tt may be
pessible to concrete the foundations of
ehannels in this State in order 1o carry
water over country which would other-
wise not carry it. The Government are
giving every consideration to the matter,
T merely expressed my own opinion to im-
press upon the House the great wealth
that is lost to this conatry beeause the
settler does not carry mueh stock, partieu-
lerly sheep, which is of such great value,
and so necessary to the prosperity of
Western .Australia.

Mr. BROWN (Pingelly) [8.12]: This
matter is of vital importance to certain
parts of my electorate. I feel rather
sorry that no seleet committee or Royal
Commission was appointed to make a re-
port upon this. Aay bushman who is con-
versant with timber can tell where to got
watsr in my electorate. In granite coun-
try, jam, white gum and York gum coun-
try, there is never any difficulty in getting
water. The timber has to he rung, and
sonks spring uwp. Away from that rlasg
of country the only method of obtaining
water is by surface conservation, Lake
Yealering is the furthest freshwater lake
castward. Tt covers about 2,000 aereg, and
in certain parts is 9 feet deep, There are
three yeara’ supply in it if no rajn falls,

Mr, E. B. Johnston: Tt is z beautifual
spot.

Mr. BROWN: It is possible that in.
vestigation would sugmest that this huge
body of water could he utilised, and be-
fome an economic gain to Western Aus-
traliz. I have been told that further east
there is a rocky porge which, if a weir
were put aeross i, would hold many million
gallons of beautiful fresh water, which
could be retieulated by pipes in various
directions. Kondinin, still further east, is
undoubteds one of the preatest wheat-
producing distriets in this State, The Kon-
dinin farmers have had to cart water for
ahout five months this vear from Dudinjn.
T saw them carting water in May to put
their crops in. Now, about 114 miles east of
Kondinin a huge dam has been pot down—
I think by the Railway Department. The
dam, when filled, holds millions of gallons,
When I waa there T found, to my surprise,
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that it was empty. Over £14,000 has been
spent on that white elephant of a dam,
What is wrong? Something must be; other-
wise the dam would not have been placed
there. One engineer says the raintall is
insufficient to £l the dam. Yet in the
month of March, when I was there, a dam
sitnated within a stone’s throw of this
empty dam was tull of water. Other en-
gineers say there is a leakage in this dam.
An investigation, such as the motion pro-
poses, would probably reveal what really is
wrong. Again, further east the only means
of conserving water is by dams. The mem-
ber for Murray-Wellington (Mr. George)
pointed out that one bas to be particular in
choosing the site of the dam. The trouble
is that on some selections there is no good
catchment, and so the holders must always
be hampercd as regards water supply. 1
believe the day wili come, prebably after
the goldfields have passed into oblivion,
when the water from the Mundaring weir
will have to he distributed through the
farming areas, Another scheme for supply-
ing the farmers with water may yet be
found in tho hills. The goldfields schemo
provides for the storing of only a certain
quantity of water, and immediately that
storage is filled there is an overflow. That
overflow should be conserved for the use
of the farming areas. In that connection I
believe that an inquiry would prove advan-
tageons to Western Australia, I have no
doubt that this State possesses engineers
who, having devoted nearly the whole of
their lives to questions of water supply
here, have a very complete knowledge of
local conditions, If they have made mis-
takes, they can correet them. An engineer
brought bere from another State would hava
to learn our local conditions from the very
beginning. ‘This water problem is very ser-
ious. At Xondinin I believe not a drop of
water has gone into the dams. If the Kon-
dinin farmers have to cart water this year,
what will he their position next year?
Therefore T hope a seleet committee will be
appointed.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Tle aelect commit-
tee will have to find ont how to produce
rain, beeause the damg ave of no use if no
Tain falls,

Mr, BROWN: In summer a heavy thuan-
derstorm might oceur, and it is only by
thunderstorms that the dams ecan be filled.
There shonld te an investigation, if only
to azcertain how the Kondinin people shall
be soprlied with water. A distriet which
has yroduced so much wheat is entitled to
consideration. The Kondinin distriet is
likely to become the backhbone of Western
Australia. The farmers of the dry areas
should get an adequate supply of water,

Me, LATHAM (York—on amendment)
18.25]: Are yon going to allow further
diseussion on the amendment, Mr. Speaker,
on the same lines? Because, if so, it will
gave my making another speech later.
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Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member can
apeak either in reply or on the amendment.

My, Thomson: Is the member for York
speaking to the amendment, or speaking
in reply?

Mr. SPEAKER: If the member for York
speaks, but does not speak in reply, be must
gpeak only to the amendment. There has
beon a certain amount of latitude, I will
admit—even wide latitude—but it cannot
continue further in this debate, attention
having been drawn to it. Hon, members
must confine themselves to the subject
under discussion. Members whe bhave
spoken once can uow speak ounly to tae
amendment.

Mr, Thomson: I asked the hon. member,
since he had the floor, whether he was
apeaking to the amendment or speaking in
reply, If the hon. wmembar is speaking to
the amendment it is all right

Mr. LATHAM: The member for Katan-
ning is a little hasty. Had he allowed
me sofficient time I would have ex-
plained the position. I have always been
fair to other members, and I have never
claimed any undue privileges. I hope the
amendment will not be carried. It is the
daty of the Minister in charge of water
supply to put up a proposal such as that
moved by way of amendment.

Hon, J, Gunningham: T put np a proposi-
tion that I did not want & Royal Commis.
sion.

Mr. LATHAM: I should have cxpected
that if the matter was going to be left
to the departmental officers, that proposal
would come from the Honorary Minister,
and not from a private member,

Hon. J. Cunningham: It came from the
Minister that he was opposed to your pro-
posal for a Royal Commission.

Mr, LATHAM: I am referring to the
amendment moved by the member for
Williams-Narrogin. If the Royal Com-
misgign had heen refused by the House,
then I' think the Honorary Minister would
have teld us the Government’s intention
was to have an investigation made by the
departmental officers.

The Minister for Lands: How could he do
that atter the motion had been carried?

Mr. LATHAM: I am sure the Honorary
Minister would have given us some informa-
tion.

The Minister for Lands: The Speaker
woull not allow him to speak again.

Mre. LATHAM: The Minister for Lands
is out of order in speaking now. I com-
sider that the proposal contained in the
amendment should have come from the Hon-
orary Minister. Then T would have taken
some notice of it. I consider that the
omendment has been forced on the House
by the member for Williams-Narrogin. It
is practically a direct negative, Its inten-
tion, of covrse, is to kill my motion. To
that I have no objection, providing the
member for Williams-Narrogin will take
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the responsibility of his action. To move
an amendment like this is to act with
gross unfairness to the people of the agri-
cultural areas, who are entitled to an in-
quiry as to the hest means of supplying
them with water. The amendment seeks to
stop us from giving an expression of
opinion in that connection. The matter is
one of grave concern to the people of the
country distriets, and the earrying of the
amendment would have the effect of pre-
venting them from getting an inquiry at
which they themsgelves eould render assist-
ance to the Government officers, I trust
the amendment will be rejected,

My, THOMSON (Katanping—on amend-
ment} [8.27}: I regret that the member
for York has misconatrued the intention of
the member for Williams-Narrogin. The
motion ¢f the member for York is one
which we as members of the Country Party
heartily endorse; but when we have a state-
ment from the Minister in charge of water
gupply that he is opposed to the appoint-
ment of a Royal Commission, we as repre-
sentatives of the agriculfural areas, should
not seck to belittle the member for Wil.
liams-Narragin faor his amendment, but
should recognise that he has endeavoured
to keep the subject alive. Certainly he bas
afforded the IIouse an opportunity of listen-
ing to a most interesting debate. The mem-
ber for York says the amendment is im-
tended to kill his motion. Nothing is fur-
ther from our thoughts. We are endeavour-
ing to attain the object he has in view.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: He knows it, too.
The amendment is that certain words be
struek out with a view to the insertion of
other wards.

Mr. THOMSON: We know what those
"“other words’* are. The Opposition Leader
and the late Minister for Works have given
us a good deal of information regarding
what they as Ministers endeavoured to do
in this matter. They tell us that eeriain
inquiries have bheer made., It is the first
publie intimation we have had of the faect.

Hon, Sir James Mitehell: Oh, no!

My, THOMSON: It is the first intima-
ticn so far as the House is concerned.

Hon. Bir James Mitchell: Ny, it is not.

My, THOMSON: If it is nof, will the
Opposition Leader explain why it is neees-
sary for his colleague, the memher for York,
to move that a Royal Commission be ap-
pcinted to inguire into this very urgent
work?

Hon, Sir James Mitchell:
is necessary.

Mr, THOMSON: If everything has been
done, as is alleged by the Opposition
Leader, there would be no need for the pro-
posed inquiry. We have heard the state-
ment of the Minister for Agriculture, who
has drawn from his personal experience an
illustration of what a water supply means
to the agriculturist. In the interests of

He thinks it
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the country an inguiry is necessary. What
is going to be the result if a Royal Com-
mission is appointed? A Commissioner,
we arc told, is to be appointed from out-
side. That Commissioner will have to de-
pend upon the very engineers whom some
memkhers have been condemning.

Mr, Mann; The Commissioner need not
be an engineer.

Mr. Latham: Who are the membera
condemning our engineers?

Mr, THOMSBON: Bome members have
done so.

Hon., J. Cunningham: The member for
York made the statement that we had not
in the State a man competent te make the
inquiry.

Mr. Latham:
statement.

Hon. .J. Cunningham: If he looks, the
hon. member will find that is in his state-
ment.

Mr. Latham:
there.

Mr. THOMSON: This a serious matter
for Western Australia. We had a state-
ment by the Minister for Lands that we
have £11,000,000 of the State’s money on
loan to people on the land. Then we have
the statement by the Minister for Agricul-
ture that in the areas he visited last week
there are thousands of acres that, if given
an adequate water supply, would be carry-
ing stock and returning a greater profit
than is possible to-day. In my own elector-
ate a railway was pushed out into an al-
ready settled aren. No provision was made
for water supplies, although members
urged on the Government the importance
of providing that, side by side with railway
construetion, should go provision for ade-
quate water supplies. Last year water had
to he earried out by rail to enable the set-
tlers to continue opcrations. There were
no facilities for them to water their horses,
and thev had to pay 58 per hundred gal-
lons for that water. T hope the Houge will
aceept the amendment proposed hy the mem-
her for Williams-Narrogin (Mr, E. B.
Johnston). The Leader of the Opposition
said that we wera dealing with the gold-
fields water supply; we are dealing with
the requirements of the State, Coneur-
reatly with the survey of land ie agricul-
tural sreas should go an investigation to
define what would be an adequate water
supply for the district when it was thrown
open for closer settlement, T want to as-
sure the member for York (Mr. Latham)
that the amendment was not moved with
any intention to kill his motion. Taking
into consideration the fact that the Gov-
ernment have a majority and that the
Minister in charge of the department has
stated definitely that he will not accept a
Royal Commission, the amendment should
be regarded as practicable and ons that
will be of benefit to the State. We have
only the statements by the Leader of the

I have not made any such

1 have lacked and it is not
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Opposition and by the former Minister for
Works that certain inquiries have been in-
stituted. I do not donbt their statements
for  moment, but I think thbat the Gov-
erument should accept the debate as an
indication that provision should be
made for water supplies when ecoun-
try is Dbeing prepared with a view
to throwing it open for selection. In
my opinjon it is eriminal to open up areas
and encourage people to settle there if they
are not able to farm properly. lt amounts
to & serious cconomic loss, when farmets,
who should be putting in their crops, are
compelted to cart water. The time spent in
carting water represents so much valuable
money lost to the State. I hope the member
for York will recognisc that, instead of be-
ing antagonistic to him and his desires on
this question, the amendment represents an
honest attempt to have this most important
question of agricultural water supplies dealt
with properly. 1 hope hon, members will
Lave an opportunity of seeing the plans and
designs of the engineers. As was peinted
out by the member for Murray-Wellington
{Mr. George), some of those men bave
grown up here nnd have learnt the require-
ments of the State. No man from outside,
who docs not know local conditions and
therefore would have to be educated, could
be in 8o favourable a position as those who
have gnined their knowledge locally.

hope much good will result from the debate,
which is an important one to farmers.

Amendment (to strike out all the words
after ‘‘Flouse’’) put and a division taken,
with the foellowing result:—

Ayes .. . .. 28
Noes! .. .. ..o 11
Majority for .17
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Lambert
Mr. Brown Mr. Lamond
Mr, Chesson Mr. Lindsay
My. Clydesdale Mr, Marshall
Mr. Colller | Mr., Millington
Mr. Corboy | Mr. Muusie
Mr. Coverley \ Mr. Panton
Mr. Cunepingham | Mr. Sleeman
Mr, Heron Mr. Thomson
Mr. Holman i Mr. Troy
Mr. Hughes . Mr. A, Woan:brough
Mr. W. D. Johnson ; Mr. Willcoek
Mr. E. B, Johnatozn i Mr. Withers
Mr. Kennedy . Mr. Wilson
! (Telier.)
Noes.
Mr. Barnard Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr, Davy Mre. J. M. Smith
Mr. Mann Mr. Stubbs
Sir James Mitchell 1 Mr, Taylor
Mr. North Mr. Latham
Mr. Sampson \ {Teller.)

Amendment thus passed.
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Mr. E. B. JOHNSTOX (Williams-Narro-
gin) [8.40]: T move—

That the following words be inserted
in lteu of those Struck oul: ‘‘That the
Governmeni, through their engineers,
should inquire into the best methods of
providing waler supplies in the agricul-
taral ureas of the State by extersions of
the goldfields woater supply scheme, Ley
dams and otherwise.

At one stage therc was & slight misconeep-
tion in {he mind of the Leader of the Uppo-
sition regarding the scope of the amend-
ment. 1 wish to thank that hon, gentle-
man for the generous way in which be ae-
knowledged that misconception when his
attention was drawn to it. It was my de-
gire that not only the goldficlds water gup-
ply should be extended, but that where
settlers were within a short distance of the
main pipe line——o

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has
already spoken on this subject, and he has
no right to proceed further.

Mr, E, B, JOHNSTON:
the amendment hefore!

Mr. SPEAKER: The words the hon.
member has just read were iacluded origin-
ally, and they have becn the subject of
discussion throughout. The hon. member
has no right to make a further speech,

Mr. Latham: Have I the right of reply
to statements made previously?

Mr, SPEAEER No!

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Cannot we

I did not move

-move an amendment on the amendment?

Mr. SPEAKER: The original motion
has been disposed of. The only words
standing now are these: ‘‘That in the

opinion of this Housge,'' Certain other
words originally included in the motion bave
been omitted, with a view to sustituting
other words,

Point of Order.

Mr. Taylor: On a point of order. 1 was
not present when the discussion arose, but
I think you, 8ir, are perfectly correct in say-
ing that the amendment was to strike out
certain words, I assume that the amendment
you have read was indicated by the mover,
of course with the object of inducing mem-
bers to support it. But that part of the
amendment, the insertion of new words,
could not he moved until after the first part
of the amendment, the striking out of
words, way disposed of. The guestion now
before the Chair is whether or not those
words be added, and it is open to debate.

Mr. Hughes: What is your point of
order?

Mr. Taylor: That it is open to debate.
The Speaker says the debate is closed.

Mr. Lambert: Can you raise a point of
order on the Speaker’s reling?d

Mr. Speaker: In rising te a point of
order the hon. member, I think, slightly
misunderstood the position. T ruled that
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the member for Williams-Narrogin could
not again speak, he having already moved
the awendment. But any member who has
not spoken to the amendment, and desires
to speak, even to move any further amend-
ment, may do so.

Mr. Sampson: The member for Williams-
Narrogin has net had an oppértunity to
elaborate his amendment.

Mr. Speaker: I am quite satigfied. I
bave given my ruling, If the hon. member
wishes to dispute it, he must take other
steps.

Debate resumed.

Mr. LATHAM (York) [8.47]: I move an

amendment on the amendment—
That the words **Government through
- its engincers’® be struck oul, ard ‘‘Min-
ister’’ ingerted in licu; and ‘‘and report
to this House'' be added.
I have confidence in the Minister, and 1
am prepared to leave this matter with him,
gince the House has decided that it does not
want a Royal Commission. ¥n my original
motion I merely wanted to give the Min-
ister some assistance. I do not know
whether it is any longer necessary to have
any motion at all, since the Minister has
given an undertaking that he will inquire
into the question. I am prepared to accept
that. I regret that the debate has created
a little feeling, particularly in the mem-
ber for Toodyay (Mr, Lindsay), who de-
liberately set out to give the House and
the public his views regarding my attitude
in the past Parliament.
i3 that I hope the hon. member will do as
good work for the State during thig Par-
liament as I did during the last Parlia-
ment, and will be returned to the House
with & sobstantial majority, as T was at
the last election.

ALr. Marshall: On a point of order. [
should like to know what this bickering
has to do with the question,

The Premier: Why not have these differ-
ences outside?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
confine himself to the question.

Mr. LATHAM: You, Sir, gave me an
understanding that I should have oppor-
tunity to reply t¢ the debate. However
I am prepared te leave the question of
water supply in the hands of the Minister,
since we cannot have a Royal Commisaion.
I am anxious that the agriculturists shounid
know what the Government are doing in
this matter. I hope the Minister will
accept my amendment on the amendment.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [B.50]:
The Government ought not to stand for
members, even if they do represent the
farmers, seeking a little publicity and
kudos, and endeavouring to make the
farmers believe that they are forcing the
hands of the Government. The provision

All T have to say”’
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of water for the farmers is the poliey of
the Labour Party, and we do not want
any abstract motions carried by members
who are merely trying to placate their
constituents.

Mr. Thomson: But the Minister
agreed to accept the amendment.

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not care if fifty
Ministers agree. As a matter of policy
the thing is wrong, and I will not vote
for it. I should be sorry to think it was
not the policy of the Government, withio
their financial means, to provide water in
the farming areas. Those who represent
the mining areas are just as desirous of
seeing water proviled for the farmers as
is any other section in the House.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: We are agreed
upon that.

Mr, LAMBERT : Then why the mneces-
sity for carrying these absurd motions and
amendments as if they were a direction
to the Minister? The Minister is seized
of his responsibilities to the House and to
the country..

AMr, Latham: I amn ready to withdraw
even now. I have no further inferest in
the matter.

Mr. LAMBERT: A good purpose would
be served in withdrawing the motion. If
we are to have members placing on the
Notice Paper motions respecting every
parochial little grievance, we shall have
the whole time of Parliament taken up by
members seeking publicity and endeavour-
ing to placate their constituents.

Hon. Bir James Mitchell: You have no
Tight to say that.

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know that I
am wrong in saying it. Iu peint of fact,
what I say is right and I will say it, even
if it be wrong to say it. If the Leader of
the Opposition thinks it is wrong to say
it, I am all the more convinced that I am
right in saying it.

ITon, Sir James Mitchell:
weird ereatare.

Mr. LAMBERT: I hope members will
not stand for the amended motion. The
question has been ventilated, and membhers
of the Country Party bave expressed their
opinions.

Mr. Thomson: You have no right to im-
pute motives.

Mr, LAMBERT: I am not imputing
motives. You have every right to bring
forward an abstract motion with the idea
of ventilating a grievance, but——

Mr. Thomson: Had vou heard the mem-
her for Toodyay, you wou'd know that
this is a very serious giievanee,

Mr, LAMBERT: Of course it is. But
for over 20 yvears the gollfivl'ly have been
pecpalised in the payment fo- that scheme,
and now that it is paid for, the farmers
are to have the benefit.

Houn. Sir James Mitehell: The general
taxpayers of the State paid for it.

has

You are a
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Mr. LAMBERT: As a book entry, yes,
but in actual fact the people of the gold-
fields paid for it. The contribution from
Consolidated Revenue to the sinking fund
was based on the indirect benefit derived
by the State from that scheme. Now, of
course, the farmers’ representatives say
that even at the cost of neglecting to pro-
vide cheap water for the mines——

Mr. Lindsay: We never said that,

Mr. LAMBERT: Not in actual words,
perhaps.

Mr. Latham: But they thought it.

Mr, Lindray: T suy we are prepared to
pay for it.

Mr. LAMBERT: Of course you are,

Mr. SPEAKER: I must reguest hon,
members not te go over the whole ground
again. The original motion hag been, in
cffect, deloted. The question now hefore
the House is whether the cngineers or the
Minister shall inquire. That is the only
matter for discussion before the Chair.

Mr. LAMBERT: We have heard mem-
bers representing the farmers deal flip-
pantly with the question of water ratea.
One hon. member a little while ago made
it a joke. He said the farmers papered
their back rooms with final water rate
nofices.

Mr. SPEAXER: The hon. member can-
not diseuss the whole question, but must
eonfine himself to the alternative amand
ment. “*May’? says—

The object of an amendment may be
to effect such an alteration in a guestinn
as will obtain the support of those who,
withont soch alternation, wmust either
vote against it or abhstain from voting
thercon, or to present to the House an
alternative proposition cither wholly or
partially opposed to the original question.

These alternatives only are before the
Chair and hon. members must econfine
themselves to them.

Hon. J. CUNNTNGHAM (Hounorary Min-
ister—Kalgoorlie—on further amendment)
[9.0]: To me as Minister in charge of the
engineers for agricultural and goldfielda
water supplics, the amendment means just
what is proposed by the motion as amended.
The engineers ate under my control and it
stands to reason that the engingers will
make the investigation under the instrue-
tions of the Minister.

Mr. Latham: This will give you further

latitude.

Hon, ). CUNNINGHAM: 1 cannot see
the need for the amendmeat submitted by
the member for York,

Mr. Latham: It will not restrict you to
engineers.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: Yes, it will
Any inqniry must be made by the engineers,
who are under the control of the Minister,

My, Latham: TUnder the amendment yon
can obtain the assistance of anyonme.

Hon. J. CUNXNINGHAM: I think the
House i8 wasting a lot of time over this
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matter. If the motion be carried, very
well; we shall go on with the inveatigation
as we are doingr at present. We kpow that
the position of the goldfields and agricul-
tural water supplies is goveruned by the
finance at our disposal. If we get a good
rainfall, in most instances we shall bave an
adequate water supply. The Government
are fnlly seized of their responsibility, and
will do their best in the interests of the
people earrying on the agricultural indus-
try.

Mr. THOMSON (XKatanning—on further
amendment) [9.2]: I am gomewhat sur-
prised at the statement of the member for
York {Mr. Latham)} that for his part the
motion may be withdrawn.

Ar, Latham: We have the promise of the
Minister.

Mr. THOMSON: The hen. member, in
moving his motion, said—

I do not think we have in this State 2
man gualified of his own knowledge to
ndvise the Government om a permanent
seheme of ogricultural water supply. If
4 loeal man be selected he should be sent
to the other States to learn what is being
done there and whether their experience
can be applied here.

The Leader of the Opposition said there was
no need for an inguiry and that everything
uceessary was being done, Yet we find him
anpperting the proposal for the appointment
of a Royal Commission.

Won, Sir James Mitehell: I had a perfect
right to do so.

Mr. THOMSON: But the hon. member
is not very consistent. We have the assur-
ance of the Minigter that he will aceept the
proposal and I hope he will accept it as
amended by the member for Williams-Nar-
rogin (Mr. E. B. Johnston).

Amendment on amendment put and nega-
tived.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie} [8.4]: I
think the motion should be voted out, It
should not he implied that it is not part
of the Lahonr Government’s policy to pro-
vide water supplies for the agrienltural
areas,

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Aves .- .. .. 18
Noes .. .. .. Lo20
Majority apainat 2
AYES,
Mr. Angwin i Mr. W. D. Johnsen
Mr. Brown | Mr. E. B. Johnston
Mr. Chesson ! Mr, Lindsay
Mr. Colller Mr. Panton
Mr. Corboy . Mp, Sleeman
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Thomson
Mr. Heron ! Mr. Troy
Mr. Holman . Mr. Willeock
Mr. Hughes Mr. Wllzon

{Teller.)
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NOES.
Mr. Barpard ,  Mr. Marshall
Mr. Clydesdale y Mr. Millington
Mr. Coverley . 8ir James Mitchell
Mr. Davy . Mr. Munsie
Mr. George ; Mr. Sampson
Mr. Keopedy | Mr. Btubbs
Mr. Lambert Mr. Taylor
Mr. Lanruod | Mr. A. Wan-brough
Mr. Lathem ' Mr. Withera
Mr, Mann i Mr. 5. H. Smitb

(Feller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

MOTION--WATER CONSERVATIGN,
AVON RIVER.
Debate resumed from the 27th Avgust on
the following motion by Mr. Giridiths. --

That in view of the nfler of large
numbers of tmmigrants in the ncer future
and their part ubsorption on cloger settle-
ment lines, the time has orrived when a
thorough investigation should be made of
the dvon Falley and Avon River to de-
termine whether the fine fruit-growing
lunds along 1his valley can be utilised for
intensive culture.

Hon. J, CUNNINGHAM (Honorary
Minister—Kalgoorlie) [9.32]: 1 do mot

intend to opyose the motion, In my opinion
the Avon Vallev is not suitable, nor is the
soil as favovrable for the production of
fruit as the member for Avon (M.
Grifliths) indicated, The hon, member
seems fo have an idea that the submitting
of such a motion may gain for him an ad-
vertisement throughout the State. He is
lovking for publicity. Some four years ago
a similar motion was submitted by him;
the Government did not oppose it and it
was earricd. If members desire to carry
this motion, they may do so. It may please
the membcr who moved it, hut as to set-
tling migrants on the lands adjacent to the
Avon River, I do not think the motion will
get vs very far. However, if it affords the
mover any mental satisfaction, he is wel-
come to it.

Mz, LINDSAY (Toodyay) 19.13]: 1
did not move the motion and therefore cam-
not be accused of secking publicity. How-
ever, T did introduce to the Minister for
Lands a deputation asking him to make
such an investipation. T do not agree with
the Honorary Minister’s opinion of the land
adjacent to the Avon River. I know the
valley particularly well, and 1 consider it
one of the finest bits of land in the State.

Mr. E. B. Jolnston: In Australia.

Mr. LINDSAY: I am not going to talk
about fruit-growing there——

Hon. J. Cunningham: The motion stresses
fruit-growing.

My, LINDSAY: But the Minister for
‘Lands the other day stated that some dried
froit from Toodyay had heen placed in ome
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of the show cages at the Fremantle wharf,
and certain  overseas travellers who in-
speeted it expressed the opinion that it was
the finest they had seen in Australia. The
land is suitahle also for dairying and at
present is carrying some fine erops of
lucerne. It is alse suitable for fruit-grow-
ing, but no one in his senses would use it
tur that purpese umtil the marketing con.
ditions improve. There are thousands of
acres along that valley 10 or 12 fect deep
in black alluvial eoil. The land is as fine
as any in Australia, and has not been put
to the best use. I hope the matter will be
investiguted by the expert officers of the
department, and that they will be able to
convinee the Government that the land is
snitalile for clorer settlement.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL (Northam)
[9.16]: What the hon. member says about
the Avon Valley is true, as it concerns that
part alcng the river frontage. 1 hope the

Minister will caunse some inguiry fo be
made.

Hon. J. Cunningham: 1hy did not you
do it?

Hon, Bir JAMES MITCHELL: We

know all about it, Too often we are told
that people along the Avcn Valley are pot
doing their duty. When we made inquiries
we were told that the country from Meck-
ering to Munzies could be regarded as
prart of the Avon Valley, and that there
were more acres in the Avon Valley than
could really be found within 50 miles of
it.

The Minister for Lands: If you want
to reopen that discussion I will read you
the officer’s opinton.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I have
ro objection at all. People have such a
wrong idea of the Avon Valley. It is lim-
ited in area, and it is well worked.

Hon. J. Cunningham: Mostly in crops.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: TFruit
does grow there. The people are working
the land as possibly few other parts of the
State are being worked. If the Minister
would make inquirics he would find that
fruit grows well there. If it were uot for
the difficulties of marketing fruit we would
not be deterred from increasing our or-
chard areas. If we planted now, when the
trees eame into bearipg we would find the
world would have settled down and would
be able to huy ouvr products. To-day the
world is disturbed, and countries are off
the market, with the result that there is a
surplus. In France 4,000,000 acres of vines
yield more in one vear than all the wheat

and  vool in  Australia put together.
There is, therefore, some walue in vine-
sards, When the chief inspector of fruit

has made his report T hope it will satisfy
the Minister for Lands that in the trove
Avon Valley people are really actively at
work.

Hon. J. Cunmingham:

I am not oppos-
ing the motion.
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHEELL: And 1
am encouraging it, I hope the chief im-
spector of fruit will let us know what he
thinks of the possibility of fruit-growing
within this area.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [9.20]: 1
oppose the motion. The Leader of the Op-
position aays be knows all about the Avon
Valley.

Hon, 8ir James Mitchell:
before you were born.

Mr. LAMBERT: I am glad the Leader
of the Oppesition has become master of
somecthing, at all events of a knowledge
of the Avon Valley. The carrying of these
abstract motions serves no useful purpose.
They mean nothing and end in mnothing.
This motior may involve sending a highly
paid officer, in the chief inspector of fruit,
wandering for wecks around the country,
and inspeeting Jand that a schoolboy
knows is emimently suitable for c¢loser set-
tlement. The best means of bringing it into
intense culture is to pass an effective Closer
Settlement Aet. It is no use sending
highly paid officials round the country pre-
paring reports that end in nothing. The
greater portion of the Avon Valley is suit-
able for closer settlement and intense cul-
ture, and could have been purchased four
or five years ago at about £3 an acre, The
Government of the day did not realise their
responsibilities and allowed the opportunity
to go by.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: Are you eross-
examining members?

Mr. LAMBERT: The Leader of the Op-
position admits that it could have been
purchased four or five years ago at about
that figure. I have the anthority of Mr.
Clarkson and others, who know ths Avon
Valley well, that a considerable portion of
it could have been purchased at that price,
while to-day it is worth treble the amount,
I will always sternly oppose the idea of
sending highly paid offieials peregrinating
round the country formulating reports
which the Government have not the slight-
est intention of carrying into effect, It
would not be in keeping with the policy of
the Government to purchase land at ex-
travagant prices. I hope memhers will not
be hluffed into carrving this abstract mo-
tion, which will involve the country in fur-
ther expenditure. There must be hundreds
of reports upon every subject pigeon-holed
in the various offices that have never seen
the light of day, but have cost hundreds of
thousands of pounds. I hope the Govern-
ment will put their foot down and veto a
motion of this kind.

I lived there

AMr. THOMSON (EKatanning) {9.25]: 1
am afraid the dinner the membher for Cool-
gardie had this evening has disapreed with
him, and that he is suffering from indi-
gestion.

Mr. Lambert:
tion.

It is not mental indiges-
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Mr. THOMSON: Members have no
right to aceuse other members of secking
special notoriety. The Honorary Minister
gaid he had no objeetion to the motion,
and thut it had once before been carried
by the House. The member for Avon is
really paving a great tribute to the present
Administration.

Mr, Taylor: It avails nothing.

Mr, THOMSON: Probably not. He be-
lieves that if the Mouse passes this motion
the Govermment will make an investiga-
tion. There is nothing wrong with it, and
the Leader of the Opposition has proved
the necessity for it. A similar motion was
passed by this House, but apparently noth-
ing was done. T maintain that the hon.
member was justified in drawing the atten-
tion of the House to the matter, and I hope
this motion will not be treated in a flippant
manner,

Mr, E, B, JOHNSON: I move—
That the debate be adjourned.

Alotion put and negatived.

Question put and negatived.

MOTION—OVERSEAS MARKETING,
To inquire by Select Commitice.

Debate resumed from the 27th August
on the motion by Mr, Grifiths—

That o select committee be appointed
to inquire inio the maiter of overseas
markets for the products (exportable) of
the group settlements, Peel Estate, Upper
Swan, and other settlements and agricul-
tural areas. (1) Such inquiry to investigate
the various pooling schemes and market-
ing legislation in vogue in the Eastern
States, United States of Admerica, Canada,
Europe, ete. {£) Co-operative efforts in
the marketing of fruit, ete. (8)y To
formw'ate a scheme suitable to TWestern
Australian conditions and caleulated to
work in with an all-Australian scheme for
the better handling and marketing of the
products under review.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. M. F. Troy—Mt, Magnet) [9.31]:
I regret that the mover of this motion
appears to be unfortunate in his efforts to
secure investigation, While T vlew his
intention with every sympathy, I cannot
regard the select committee for which he
is moving as being necessary. In the first
place, I feel the hon. member bhas over-
loaded his motion in asking for a gelect
committee to make inquiries that go be-
vond the activities of the select com-
mittee. In my opinion, the proposed select
committee would not serve any purpose.
As for information concerning the market-
ing of the anticipated products of the
group settlements, the settlements are in
the South-West and on the Peel Estate.
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The hon. member also suggests inquiry
into the marketing of the products of the
Upper Swan distriet, which are nostly
dried fruits. The principal products of
the group gettlements, it is anticipated,
will be milk, ¢ream, and hutter.

Hon., Sir James Mitchell: Also bacon;
2!l things which we ourselves eat.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We imported last year 6,215,000 lbs. of
butter, the value being over half a million
sterling. That is an indication that we
ghall have no difficulty in marketing
butter produced by the gronp settlements;
and as butter will be one of the chief
products of those settlements, the market-
ing problem in that respect is not acute.
At present we do not supply our owa
market with dairy prodmets, of which last
year we imported from the Eastern States
7,111 tons. Pig farming also will be
undertaken by group settlers for the pro-
duction of bacon. The local market ia not
supplied in that respect, as last year we
imported bacon and hams to the valne of
£196,000. The mover conld not have heen
aware of these facts; otherwise he would
never have asked for the seleet committee.
The market is right here at our doors,
and the group settlements will find their
activities fully occupied for the next ten
years in meeting Western Australian re-
quirements in this respeet. With regard
to the Upper Swan, which is largsly con-
cerned with the vine industry, I noticed
from the Press recently that there is a
good market abroad for dried fruits, which
are selling very freely in the Old Couutry.
In addition, the Federal Government has
given a bounty of, I believe, £10,000, for
the encouragement of the sale abroad of
Australian dried fruits. The proposed
select committee would have no opporta-
nity of inquiring into marketing problems
in England and on the Continent, In this
respect they could conly go on hearsay,
and hon. members will realise that a select
committee depending on hearsay evidence
would not be of great value to the pro-
docers of this country. I am eatisfled,
moreover, that for dried fruits there is a
large market in this State, especially for
lexias, if the people know the fruit is avail-
able at a reasonable price. T am sure that
if the producers of dried fruits were to
embark on an active propaganda and en-
deavaur to get their products on the
market here, they would find a large Jocal
demand for them. Apart from the great
market for dairy produce in this enuntry,
there are already in operatirn a Fedreal
Dairy Council and a State Dairy Connsil,
both of which have been engaged for a
considerable time upon the collection of
data with a view to securing the most
effective marketing facilities. The select
committee conld only colleet, in this
respect, data already collected by the two
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councila. The data are available already.
Further, there is a Feleral Fruit Counncil
which acts in conjunction with a Siate
Advisory Board; and I understand the
function of the two bodies is to find over
sea markets for our products, and to secure
information which will enabla our Aus-
tralian fruits to be put on the markets
abroad efficiently and economirally, and
in a sound, good condition. Therefore it
seems to me that the mover i8 asking tor
something which is not necessary. Of
our exportable produncts, therefors, there
remain only wool and wheat; audl every-
body knows that there is no dearth of
markets for those two commodities. For
wool particularly there is 2 clamant de-
mand. The danger is that not cnough
wool will be produced for the Unglish
market. As regards wheat, there is no
difficulty in selling abroad as much as ever
we can produce. There is reallv nothing
for the select committee to incuaire into
as regards selling the anticipated products
of the group settlements. No problewm
confronts us from that aspect. T -cgret
very much, therefore, that I have to
oppose this motion for the sppointment of
a gelect committee,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [9.38]: I have listened with interest
to the Minister’s statement. Evidently the
hon. gentleman has the correet hang of the
situation. For owr wheat and our wool
there are undeubted markets. I question if
better markets are obtainable, in view of
the exigting arrnngements for marketing the
two produrts. When it comes {o the antiei-
pated products at the group settlements,
we ar¢ importing nearly one and a-half mil-
lion pounds’ worth of food-stuffs, the whole
of which should be preduced in Western
Australin, and largely in our South-West,
That one and a-haif million pounds’ worth
will take a great many group settlers o
protuce. There will he no troubic about
marketing bacon and botter from the group
settlements in this State. Both produects
are needed, and we ought to grow them our-
selves. It is disgraceful that we are im-
porting any foodstuffs at all. We can pro-
duee them al! in this State, and should do
so. It iz because we have not done so that
we are in our present finaneinl position. If
we had the millions we have been sending
out of the State for food durinz the last 30
rears, we would be a very rich community
indeed. Then as regards the anticipated
meat production of the Sonth-West settle-
ments, the markets are avrilable and well
understood. There will he no tronble in
that respert. Our group settlers onrht to be
made teo nnderstand that evervthi-= they
are ever likely to grow will find a annd rale
either here or in the marlets of the world.
New Zealand exportsa to the Hom~ market
just the things that onr Routh-West will
produce. Last year New Zeslond pent
Home 3714 million pornds’ worth of Fmt-
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ter, dairy produce, beef, and so on. We
have the export faeilities in Fremantle for
bacon and butter, There will be no trouhle
about any of these products. Our one
trouble is fruit. The Minister rightly says
that if our people could get the dried fruit,
everything we produce in that way would be
sold in the State. We are importing dried
fruits even mow. If only arrangements
could be made to facilitate the getting of
fresh fruit to the people, all the fruit pro-
duced in Western Australia would be ron-
sumed loeally. One half of the people in
the back country never see fruit; they have
no oppottunity of getting it. If any mem-
ber of this House wished to buy a 10-lb.
box of dried raisins I venture to sav he
would not know where to go for it. They
are really beautiful raisinsg. 1 believe the
organisations mentioned by the Minister,
coupled with the efforts of the fruit grow-
ers themselves, will result in our orchard
products finding their way to the consum-
ers. When that occurs it will be a happy
day for the fruitgrowers. Their real
trouble is that the fruit is scattered far and
wide—25,000 acres of orchards spread over
a huge area. Otherwise there would be no
difficulty at all. As it iy, the fruit is so
geattered that it cannot be marshalled to be
brought into a jam factory. I took note
of what the Minister said about the help
to be given to the fruitgrowers. They do
want help in respect of marketing. It is
difficult for the man who grows stuff to
take it to the man who comsumes it. It is
very difficult indeed for him to do that ex-
cept through an organisation. The farmers
of the wheat belt are undoubtedly in a
position to buy fruit if it can be taken to
them, and they would very willingly buy
large quantities of fruit. The same thing
applies to the people of the goldfields, and
I dare say that in Perth there are many
people who see very little fruit. We should
eat froit in very large quantities here, and
we would do 3o if we could get it at rcas-
onable prices. There is now a select com-
mittee sitting to deal with the marketing
of produets in Perth. T hope good results
will be achieved by that committee hecanss
half the population of the State who live in
Perth produee nothing and have to bring
their food requirements inte the eity.
I do not know that any inquiry sueh as is
suggested in the motion will be effective,
I douht whether the result will be such as
the mover anticipates. He has brought the
motion forward in all good faith and we
should acknowledge that he has done a ser-
vice in having the matter disenssed. I have
always wanted the proup settler to realise
that there is no possibility of failure to find
a market for all that he ean produce. The
Minister has emphasised that by saying
there is no question of over-produnction be-
cause of the ready market available.

Mr. SAMPSON (Swan) [947]: The
question of marketing is one of paramount
interest to producers the world over. In
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Ameriea a joint agricultural committee of
inquiry, appointed by Congress, reported
that, generally speaking, 37 per cent. of
the consumer’s dollar represented the cost
of producing the article, while the remain-
ing 63 per cent. represented the middle-
man’s fee for trangport and delivery to the
ultimate eonsumer., Those figures are start-
ling. They indicate very fairly what I be-
lieve to be the position not only in America
but all over the world, At Waikerie, a
citrus and dried fruit settlement on the
River Murray, this question has been looked
into. Regarding the dried-fruit industry, it
has been demonstrated that at the rate of
a shilling per lb.,, while the retail trader
gecured £112 per ton, the producer received
but £15. That discrepancy is also reflected
in the price for sultanas and currants. The
motion by the member for Avon (Mr.
Griffithe) refers to the need for am inquiry
into the marketing system in vogue in the
Eastern States, in America and in other
parts of the world. Although the hon.
member is not present at the moment, I am
satisfied that it is not his intention that
those concerned in the inquiry ghall leave
Western Auastralia.

Mr. Thomson: Hear, hear.

Mr. SAMPSON: The necessary inquiries
can be made locally., The Leader of the
Oppesition referred to the position of those
on the group settlements., I recall the fact
that a few days ago the Minister for Lands
mentioned that good progress was being
made and that, in some instances, it would
not be long bhefore the groups reached the
producing stage. The Leader of the Op-
position has drawn attention to the fact
that there is a vast local market for butter,
bacon and other dairy produce. Although
that market is there, the need for organisa.
tion is apparent. I will instance the dried
fruit industry. The position of the Upper
Swan growers is a difficult one. There are
approximately 150 returned soldier settlers
there and the State is interested to the
extent of about £1,000 per settler. Those
men are finding to-day that the marketing
facilities are so bad that it is impossible
to secure an adequate return.

Mr. Teesdale: What about the point
raised by the Leader of the Opposition, who
said we were not able to huy raisins?

Mr. SAMPSON: To-day a deputation
waited npon the Minister for Railways and
we received from hiin an encouraging reply.
It is hoped that the Railway Department
will adopt the same attitude as that of the
Railway Departinent in Victoria and en-
courage the comsumption of raisins. Later
we waited upon the master bakers, who
promised to help by baking raisin bread.
By publicity methods suggested, it is honed
to create a demand on the part of the publie
for that commodity.

Mr. Tecsdale: You have heard the state-
ment that your products are not available
for sate in the city?
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Mr. SAMPSON: At a later gtage we
waited on the Minister in charge of hos-
pitals (Hon. 8. W. Munsie), who promised
to give attention to the question of the con-
sumption of local raisins in our State ip-
stitutions. I admit that there has beer
some diflicolty in securing supplies, That
lack of organisation, however, will, 1 be.
licve, he cutirely overcome. It is dwe to
that lack of organisation, and of marketing
facilities, that the diffienlty arises, and also
accounts for the faet that 50 tons of raisins
were over-earried from last season in West-
ern  Awstralin alome, Despite that faet,
pecple experience difficulties in  seeuring
sunplies to-day. Raisins may be procured
from erocers and others, but 1 agree with
the member for Roebourne (Mr. Teeadale)
that adequate supplies should he readily
availalle on ail fruit statls, at refreshment
rooms, at onr railway stativns, and at other
proper places where fruit is sold. 1 am
convinced we shall nmever have a proper
scheme of marketing, or have a proper
eontrol over the industry, until a measure
is introdured sueh as the Quneansland Fruit
Marketing Organisation Act. If we had a
similar ogranisation in Westefn Australia,
the difficnlties that confront the dried-fruit
producer of the Upper Bwan, of Toodyay,
and of other parts, would no longer obtain.
As has heen nointed out, a large sum is
spent annually in purchasing supplies from
the FEastern States. This is beeanse we Jack
the organisation and econtrol that is essen-
tial. Some hon. member pointed out that
it was not rensonable to expect the grower
to produce the frueit and also to market it.
1 am of opinion that the grower must give
attention to the marketing of his produets.
Under the Queensland .et, the growers
themselves seleet their representatives and
only growers are qualified to he representa-
tives. IE any of those representatives fail
to carry out their duties, it is within the
province of the sectional committee con-
cerned to withdraw its member or members
from the committee. The Queensland Aet
provides eomplete control. I trust that,
notwithstanding the volume of legislation
with which we are threatened this session,
the Minister for Agrienlture will provide
an opportunity this session for the intro-
duction of this most necessary measure. If
such » Bill were introduced and passed at
once, there would be no need to utilise the
whole of the powers conferred vnder it
from the start. TIn Queensland they are
progressing slowly and with great castion.
Similar care mnst be exercised here.

Mr, Lambert: This is somewhat differ-
ent from yonr electioneering speeches.

Mr, BAMPS0OXN: TIn addition to a mea-
sure along the lines of the Queensland Act,
it will he necessary for Federal legislation
to be introdreed.

The Minister for Agriculture: This is
eompulsory preference to unionists that you
are advocating.
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Mr. SAMPSON: XNo, it is compulsory
co-operation for growers.

The Minister for Lands: Then we must
have other provisions to prevent black-leg-

ging.

Mr. SAMPSOXN: I do not know that the
Government ecan go further regarding
uniona. Tf it is pogsible, we shall see about

it.

Mr. Hughes: What has this to do with
the motion.

Mr, Teesdale:  The member for Fast
I"erth has just ecome in!

Mr, SAMPSON: The memher for East
Perth (Mr. Tiughes) is speaking without
thourht or regard for the truth.

Mr. Hughes: Like you do in your paper.

Mr, BPEAKER: Order!

Mr. SANTSON: T have never condemned
the Fruit Marketing Act.

Me. Hughes: There is a Labour Govern-
ment in Queensland!

Ar. SAMPRON: I do not mind, If a
2 Labhour Government are responsible for
certain actinns that are of henefit to the
people, T will readily admit the fact. I
would be lacking in intelligence and a
spirit of generesity—I do not know that
T am correct in using the word ‘‘gener-
osity'’—and of common rense if, becaunse
2 Labour Government bring in a measure,
T am therefore to oppose it. I hope the
member for East Perth does not diseredit
me to that extent. Yven if that hon.
meinber expresses a sentiment that seems
to me to be wise—

Mr. Tavlor: That would be impossible.

Mr. Sampson:—1 will endorse it.

Mr., Hughes: You would misrepresent it
in vour paper; von would not say it here.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

AMr. SAMPSON: I hope I shall never
represent the hon, member as he seems to
represent himeelf.

Mr. SPEAKER: This cross-firing from
bench to bench must cease. I cannot
allow these personal remarks to continue.

Mr. Hughes: The hon. member should
eonfine himself to the motion.

Mr. SPEAKER: Houn. members must
keep order.

Mr. SAMPSOXN: The outstanding need
is for organisation and T consider the
Queensland Aet provides the solution for
that problem.

Mr. Lambert: Did you say that Quring
vour election campaign?

Mr. SAMPSON: During that peried 1
was careful to say that T was not then )n
a position to criticise the measure, hut
that it was my intention to pay a visit to
Queensland and to look into the question
on the spot. T did so and I have brought
back information that I give to the House
in all sincerity. Since the Government
are anxions to belp the growers, I hope
they will take the necessary action.
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The Minister for Agriculture: Is this in
accord with what was said ir ‘‘Sampsop's
Reminder’*?

Mr, SAMPSOXN: I think eo.

The Minister for Agrieulture: Tou will
get some of it by-and-by.

Mr. SAMPSON: If the hop. member
can find something in ‘‘Sampson’s Re-
minder’’ that cpposes the measure, I shall
be surprised. The motion is a very
ambiticus one, but one that, if we ar.
anxious to support the growers in respest
of marketing, should be adopted. Al the
questions contabied in the motion can be
answered without leaving Western Aus-
tralia. The lause selting out the need for
inquiry into the various poeling schemes
showld have the support of every well-
wisher of the State; and the final etause,
affirming the formmlation of the scheme
suitable to Western .\ustralian conditions
and calenlated to work in with anp al-
Australian scheme should reeeive, not only
the support of growers in this State, hut
of the growers throughout the Commen-
wealth. I hope the House will carry the
motion.

On motion by Mr, Thomson, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—LEGAL PRACTITTONERS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from 3rd September.

Mr. DAVY (West Perth) [16.2): T had
experted to hear the views of the Gor-
ernment before being called upon to speak
to the Bill, Lt is a private member’s Bi,
and I understand that aoeh Bills are
always treated as non-party measures, |
must oppose the second reading withont
any equivecation. It is invidious for me
to have to do so, hecause I am a lawyer
and it will be said, with however little
truth. that lawyvers constitnte a close cor-
poration and any measore to make it
vagier for people to enter that close cor-
poration is likely to be opposed by all
lawyers. However, I think hon. members,
when they have heard what I have to say,
will agree that my attitude is not infin-
enred by the fact that T am a lawyer. I
believe that every learned profession, in-
deed every avocation. should he made as
easy of arcess as possible to every member
of the community, rich or poor. When I
sav easy, I meran cheap, and T do not use
the expression in the sense that profes.
sions and avorations should be made easy
from the point of view of qualification.
I regard the profession of the law as
probably the most responsible profession
we have. T am reminded that my friend,
the member for Guildford (Hom, W. D.
Johnson) in almest every speech he has
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made has complained of the misrepresenta-
tions he and other members of his party
have suffered from ihe newspapers. The
professinn of the law, in common with the
profession of mothers-in-law and with that
of politicians, seffers from the cheap wit
of music halls. On the Address-in-reply
debate I made a humble protest against
the habit of the gemeral public of making
sneering and ill-considered remarks dis-
prraging to politiecians. In the same way
the man in the street, without thought
and without knowledge, makes dispar-
aging remarks relative to the profession
of the law. Those remarks have heen
indnced largely by the cheap witticisms
of the music halls and of a e¢eriain
gection of the Press. 1 mneed not
tauch upon the evil results that acerue
from incompetent and dishonest lawyers. |
de not know which is the more dangerons,
the incompetent lawyer or the bad lawyer,
Each is capable of working the most ter-
rible harm to the people at large. It is of
the ntmost importance to the community that
their lawyers—we are the servants of the
public in the same way as politieians and
doctors are the servants of the publie-
sliould le wnell trained and of the highest
wmoral character. T ask hon. members to
consiter what is going to he the effect of
the Bill brought down by the member for
East Perth (My., Hughes)., T say without
fear of contradiction that if the Bill be-
enme law the standard of training and
vapacity that will he required of persons
wishine to enter the lepal profession, will
become lower than that of any other pro-
fossion, indeed of any other skilled voeation,
The BRill proposes to mnke it possible for
any person to hecome a lawyer the moment
he reaches the age of 30 years, without a
single ddayv’s training, indeed without an
hour’s training.

Mr. Hughes: That iz so now.

Mr. DAVY: It is not so. A lawyer is
just as mnch a skilled artisan, a craftsman,
as is the carpenter, the plumber, the wheel-
wtight, the coaper, or the saddler. The only
diffesences between the lawyer and these
other eraftsmen are two: the members of
thosy voeations T have mentioned ecarry out
their work by a eombination ef brains and
hands, whercas the lawyer uses his brains
alone, Tawyers make agreements, earpen-
ters moke doors; lawyers ¢lead causes, while
sldters make saddles and bridles; lawyers
give advive and coopers make easks. The
second serionz  difference  hetween them
eomes in this way: if a carpenter makes a
bad door, the result of his inefficiency is
that br has wasted the value of the material
in that door, worth perbans £2 10s, at the
outside, Tf the saddler makes a bad saddle,
he has wasted the material involved, and
may also give the person unforfunate
enongh to ride in that saddle—well, some
diseomfort. The eooper, if he makes a bad
eask, wartes the material used in the opera-
tion.



724

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That is the most
serious instance of all.

Mr. DAVY: Yes, it may be that as a
secondary result some of the liquid in that
cask, regarded by certain hon, members as
precious and by others as wholly deleter-
ious, way be spilled and wasted,

The Minister for Lands: 1t must be pree.
ious if it he water.

Mr. DAVY: Buot most coopers make casks
to contain something other than water. Par.
haps the Minister would prefer that casks
were made only for the purpose of holding
water. However, the result of inefficiency
on the part of the skilled artisans in those
several avocations is of minor importance.
But just consider for a moment what may
be the result of inefficiency in a lawyer. A
bad lawyer makes a bad agreement, makes
gome technical mistake which leaves a loop-
hole, In doing this, he potentially involves
the parties to that agrcement in dreadful
litigation that may even rvin them,

The Minister for Mines: But he does it
now, even when he has to pass examinationa.

Mr. DAVY: That is just what I say:
examinations are nof a sufficient test. Ii
the Minister will listen, I will come to the
point that under this Bill it is proposed
to admit people to this highly responsibls
profession with no test whatever beyond ex
amination.

Mr. Fughes: T8 that not done now?

Mr. DAVY: No.

Mr, Hughes: Do not English barria-
ters——

Mr, DAVY: I will deal with that pres-
ently. 1 think I can answer my friend’s
objection on that ground. It is of the
highest importance that a lawyer, who is a
gkilled artisan, should submit to some test
of his skill. As T sar, a had lawyer makey
a bad agreement and may involve his ¢lients
in disaster; he gives bad advice and so sends
his clients into court, with the result that
they may be ruined.

The Minister for Tands: He may even
send them to gaol.

Mr. DAVY: Yes, he may even send them
to gaocl. Which memher of the House
would suggest that the carpenter, the plum-
ber, the wheelwright, the cooper or the sad-
dler ghould he allowed to pose as sneh with-
out a day’s training?

Mr. Thomson: He would not be permitted
to do it.

Mr. DAVY: Of course not. Then how
mueh more important is it that lawyers
shonld receive a proper training before
being allowed to practice their profession?
This Bill reduces to a ridiculous stape the
standard required fo be shown bh¥ a man
who aspires to nndertake the great respon-
sibility that a lawver carries, XNo training
whatever ia reguired from a man who de-
sires te avail himself of the privileges of
this Bill. He has to show no standard of
general knowledre whatever; he need not
know the King’s Enclish: he need know
nothing abhout histerv: he mneed have no
training whatever. Al he has to do is to
iﬂn NI
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pass two examinations in law and nothing
else, Not only need he have no training
or general knowledze, but he may pass his
cxuminationd in bits—subject by subject.
I do not think [ need point out to any
member who takes a rerions view of things
that the most appalling feol may well be
able to puss an cxamination if he is per-
mitted to pass it in smnzll pieces. An ex-
amination after all in merely a test of
whether a man has been taught properly,
and haa studied properly, and has guffi-
cient capacity to meet the requirements
for which the examination is supposed to
be a test. If a man is entitled to pass an
examination in one little subject this month,
and  ancther subjeet six months hence,
and a third subjeet at the end of amother
six ‘months, he may be able to do it, and
may hevertheless be a person of most limi-
ted capacitv. The mereat fool conld pass
any qualifying examination provided he
could de it in small pieces. I do not kmow
of any serious examination test that permits
of a man, if he passes in one subjeet, not
having to take that subject again when he
sits for the same examination.

Mr. Hughes: Then yon do not think
much of the legal profession in the East-
ern States,

Mr. DAVY: Some comments may be re-
guired on the question of examinations, Bx-
aminations are recognized everywhere by
the tesrhing profession—they are the people
best qnalified to know—as a test whether
the examinee has Leen taught properly the
subject upon which he 1is being exzam-
ined. But the shortcomings of examina-
tions are well recognised by members of the
teachinc profession. At the same time no
one has yet devised a better test, and so we
have to pnt up with the inadequacy of the
test ag hest we may. Bnt examinations at
all times have been regarded as supplement-
ary to teaching, as something that does not
stand alone but is grafted on to the teach-
ing that has preceded it, Tn the good or
had old dava colleges, scheols and semin-
aries had no sunch thing asn examinations.
Students entered those institutions for the
purpose of being tanght, and the faet
that they were taupht a certain subject
for a certain number of vears and had ap-
plied themselves to the learning was con-
sidered sufficient to entitle them to regard
themselves as qualified in the subject. The
habit of setting examinations to students
is o comparatively modern idea, and it was
used as a method to ascertain whether the
teaching had heen effective to the indi-
vidual. That heing so, to endeavour to make
examinntionas the test by an examining
baly that Pod nothiny to do with a teach-
ine bodvy and was pot relative te a teach-

ine hody i¢ the worst kind of farce. Tt is
rnttine the cart hefore the horse. This
Bill is enndemned in anather respect, Tt is

prapnsed to fnrn the Barristers' Board——

a honrd with well defined powers and

Autirs—into & pure examinstion board
-
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without relation to any teaching. At pre-
sent it is an examination board, but it is
an examination hoard with relation to very
definite teaching. Its job is to examine
those persons who have been articled to
practitioners, and to find out whether the
practitioners have done their duty in teach-
ing artieled clerks their profession. When
a student is articled to a legal practitioner,
it is not a ome-sided contract. The prac-
titioner undertakes on his part te teach the
articled clerk the profession so far as he
knows it, and the articled elerk en his part
undertakes to be diligent and obedient and
to endeavour to learn the profession. It is
a two-sided bargain with duties and privil-
eges on each side, The Barristers’ Board
merely steps in at the end and as-
certains  whether the duty of the
master and the pupil has been performed
during the five years apprenticeship. That
ig all it does at present. If thiz Bill be.
comes law the Barristers’ Board will be-
come an examining body with no relation
to teaching. The youth who thinks it
might at some time in future become use-
ful for him to have the certificate of the
board may simply sit for the examinations
without one day’s taition and without
anyone to supervise the direetion in which
he is studying. If he cannot pass he
should qualify for admission to a home
for imbeciles, because this Bill will permit
him to pass subject by subject. If he doca
pass he can go to the Barristers’ Board
and demand a eertificate. He ean put that
certiieate in his pocket and go away for
10 years into the bush, to Timbuetoo, ur
to the Argentine Republic and forget all
about the very small smattering of law
he needed to know to pass the examina-
tions. At the end of 10 years he can re-
ture and, having passed the age of 30, can
produce his certifieate, go to the Bar-
risters’ Bouard, and demand te be admitted
as 4 member of the legal profession and
thus be turned loose om the public.

Mr, Hughes: Just like the English
barristera.

Mr. DAVY: 1 kuew that would be the
particular parrot ery the hon. member
would wark off on us to-night, I shall
deal with that pesesently. I ask members
to realise what that positior may mean,
When any one of them has needed legal
advice, has be selected a man admitted to
the profession oanly two days before to
guide him in the proper course of action
to take? Of course not. A member would
go to a man who had proved himself for
a mumber of years to be sound, honest and
experienced in his views, a man who had
started with a sound training. But the
general public often do not need to con-
sult a lawyer more than once in a life-
time,

Mr. Panton: That is quite enough for
most of them.
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Mr. DAVY: I expected that comment.
Suppose they do not need to consult
a lawyer more than once, they do not
know who are experienced, skilful and
honest men. Tihey go to a man recom-
mended by a friend, because he saw that
man’s name in the paper, net noticing
whether he was winping or losing his
cases. A man evgaged on one particular
class of case iy often sclected to advise on
a case of an entirely different nature by
the unfortunate member of the public who
has occasion to go to o lawyer oaly once,
It is such people we have to protect. If
this Bill becomes law we run the risk of
turning loose om the community a lot of
untrained, incompetent, unskilful persons
to praetice this highly responsible profes-
sion. I do not want members to think I
have come here merely to destroy what
may be described by the mover as a con-
structive measure, a Bill of reform. I am
prepared to offer something that will re-
move what I cousider is a disability under
which the ambitious young citizen suffers
at present, but by a sound method. The
member for East Perth (Mr, Hughes) has
interjected over and over againm, ‘‘ What
about the English barrister?’’ At present
there are various ways of becoming a
member of the legal profession in West-
ern Australia. The normal way in which
90 per cent. of the practitioners bhave
entered the portals of the profession is by
becoming articled, passing examinations,
and being admitted. There is another
way and I admit it is a very easy way,
too casy, and that is by being admitted to
the bar in London and then coming back
here, waiting six months and paying fees.
To make the position quite clear, let me
explain. Bince time immemorial the legal
profession has been ditvided very rigidly
into two branches, the solicitor on the one
hand, and the barrister on the other.
Solicitors are persons who have offices,
meet the general publie, and discuss their
troubles with them. They give them small
pieces of advice, draw documents, and so
forth. Barristers, on the other hand, are
persons who specialise in a knowledge of
the law, wbo plead cases in court, and
never see members of the public except
when introduced to them by a solicitor.
The clients of barristers are solicitors, and
the clients of solicitors are members of
the public, A barrister does mnot handle
a penny of anyome’s money, and has
nothing to do with investments or the
general business of elents. A solicitor
may be involved in all kinds of business
matters, responsibilities in regard to the
investmont of money, the drawing of
agreements, and a thousand and one other
things. A= a result of that division, and
of the fact that a barrister has ounly
solicitors for clients in the Old Country,
the most respensible branch of the pro-
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fession has always been regarded as that
of the solicitor. Tt did not matter whether
a harrister knew his job or not, because
the people who were employing him were
capable of judging upon that question,
Mr. North: He had to be the advocate,

Mr. DAVYY: Yes, If the barrister did
not know his job, lLe did not pget a
farthing’s worth of work. The solicitor
who had always cemployed him knew per-
fectly well whether the barrister, Smith,
knew bis job or not, and would not give
him any work until he did know that.
Until some 30 nr 40 years ago a barrister
had teo pass wo e¢xamination in the QId
Country, e merely entered himself as a
student of an inn of court, and in the
oridinary course ate his dinners, whiech was
a way of describing keeping his term; and
ut the end of three years, if he was a fit
and proper persou amil it had been estab-
lished thut he had studied for three vears,
he was admitted. A saolicitar has alwaxs
been regurded as a person who musat have
an extensive training before being ad-
wmitted. He must psss a difficult examina-
tion and must aix0 satisfy the court that
he is a fit and proper person, from the
point of chararter, to he admitted, When
this Crown Colony was founded it was
thought that it would not be big enough
to stand that division in the profession.
The two branches were therefore rolled
into one, and members of the legal pro-
fession were ealled legal practitioners. Tn
orier that there might be no invidious dis-
tinction made in this State, if a man was
either a barrister or g solicilor in the Ol
Courtry, he was admitted here. That is
the position to-duy. A solicitor who is
admitted to practise his profession in the
01d Country has to go through five years’
articles, and pass very stiff examinations.
The man who is admitted to practice at
the bar in the Old Conntry has merely to
enter his name as a student at an ino of
enurt, pay certain fees, kKeep his terms,
and attend lectures, and over a period of
three years pass certain examinations, If
then he is a fit and proper persom, he is
admitted te the har. When the ordinary
voung barrvister is admitted to the bar in
England he is  entirely incompetent to
practise as a selicitor, It is wrong that
such a man should bhe able to come
here and practise as a solicitor, and
I say it whether the Barristers’ Board
would like me to say it or mot. It is not
right that a man who merely takes a
three years’ course in England, and is
admitted to the bar there, should be per-
mitted to return to this State and practize
as a solicitor. He could not do that in
England, and is not fit to do it here.
When I returned to Western Australia [
wad quite incompetent to practise as a
solicitor. Fortunately, however, I had
enough brains to know that. T did not
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attempt to practise by myself, but took
the precantion of ohtaining the necessary
experience and pruactice before I en-
dangered the public by dealing with their
aftuirs, Because, however, something is
weong with our present Act, is that an
excuse for doing more wrong! The
member for Kast Perth (Mr. Hughes)
wapts to ygo further, and sav that a boy
may pase lbis examinations in a heap, or
subject by subject, attend not a single
lecture, and have net a day’s experience
or teaching of any kind, and then with kis
cerfiivate in his pocket go away for ten
years, and return to this State, demand
udmission to the har, and thrust himself
upen the public as a solivitor and legal
practitioner, 1 do not care what
his yunalifications as a  barrister are,
for no one would employ him a3 such; he
¢ould net possibly earry out the duties of
a soliciter. T woulil be with the hon, mem.
her if he moved to amend the Logal Prae-
titieners At mnking it impossible for a
barrister, wlio had just been admitted to
the bar in Enpland, and had no other train-
ing, to be admitted as a practitioner in
Western Australia.

Mr. Hughes: Why do you not move in
that direction?

Mr. DAVY: Perhaps 1 will do so later
on, but we are at present not dealing with
any potential amendment I may move, If
the hon. member were to move in that direc-
tion, 1 would be with him; hut, being with
hint in that, T canuot be otherwise than very
strongly vppose! to him when he wants, oot
only to perpetuate a defeet in the Aet, but
widen that defect. It would astound me if
miembers upreed to pass this Bill as it is.
The matter is cne that affects us all. The
members of the legal profession belong to
you, Bir, und to members of the House.
They muy work ill or good for all or any
of vou. It is up to memhers to see that the
standard of the profession is kept as bigh
as possible. T believe for the good of the
comnunity, and in justice, that the entry
through the portals of every learned pro-
fession ounght to be maite as easv as pos-
sible for the poor man as for the rick. To
make it equally easy for hoth would be to
chey o counsel of perfeetion. We mov e
tahlish free universities, alolish any finan-
cial hindrance to a man acquiring the know-
Indge that is necessary, but we will still be
faced with the faet that a person has to
live. An entiroly penniless hoy may find
himself nnable to devote the neceasary time
to studv hecause he has to earn a living
for himself and his dependants.

The Minister for Lands: The aunthorities
are so often raising the standard of exam-
ination that it is almost impossible for a
lad ta do that. This raising of standards
is woing on at onr University.

Mr. DAVY: I am not asking for the
standard of examination to be raised. As
far as homanly possible T want it to be
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made just as easy for a poor boy as a rich
one, provided they have equal brain eapa-
city, to rvach the same point. We cannot
enable every poor boy with ambition and
brains to devote the whole of his time to
sgtudy. That would be ratber more than
ecould Le expected, though we may yet rea-
Yise that ideal. I am in favour of any
method that will miake it possible for any
boy to reach the same point that conld
be reached by another more fortunately
placed. T have mot come herc to destroy
the attempt of the member for East Perth
—if it be a real attempt—to make it
easier for the poor boy to get where the
rich boy may go. I propose to offer some-
thing whieh I think is the logical, fair,
and proper solution of the difficulty.
Members of the party on the opposite side
of the Chamber have taken rome crelit lo
themsclves in that they were the first people
to estaklish a free university in the Dritigh
Empire. Whether the claim is well founded
or not, T .do not know; but they say they
are entitled to make that hoast. That be-
ing so, I say the proper method of making
it easier for the poor hoy to get where the
rich boy can get is to establish a chair of
law at the University. The member for
Epst Perth wants to turn the Barristers’
PBoard, without any relation to teaching,
into an examining hoard—a thing for which
it was never desipned. The proper method
is to establish a chair of law, which will
examine any person who desires to be ex-
amined in law, and will confer on any per-
son who shows himself fit a derree in law.
If such a chair were established, I would
say, ‘‘*Yes, by all means if a boy takes his
degree in law, aod then serves cne year or
two years in a legal practitioner’s office to
pet a certain amount of practieal experi-
ence, let him be admitted fo the practice of
the profession.’’ Under those conditions
it would be easfer even than the Bill pro-
posea for a poor boy to become a member
of the legal profession, hecanse the Uni-
versity is wholly free, not even fees being
charged for sitting for examinations. The
Bill provides for the payment of the pre-
seribed fee hefore sitting for examination.
It may be asked, where are we to find the
nioney to establish a chaiy of law at the
Tniver~ity? I am here to-night with a
guarantee from well-known members of
my peofession which T think will get
over the whole difficnlty of expense and
reduce the cost of estahlishing a chair
of law to an infinitesimal amount.
I pgvarantee tn find at least nalf-n-dozen
thrrouchly competent, enthusiastic and well-
trained members of my profession who
wntld he not only willing, but proud, to de-
vote at least one hour per week for nothing
to lecturing to students at the University on
subjeets of law. That is not a wild boast.
T have tested it, and I eonld name the gen-
tlemen mow, if it were proper to mention
the names here.

Mr, E. B. Johuston: For what period?
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AMr. DAVY: For any period you like, I
will guarantee to get at least half-a-dozen
members of the profession, and move if
necessary, and every one of them willing
to give up at least an hour per week to
leeturing on legal subjects at the Univer-
sity. The only expense, therefore, ard I
do not know whether even that expense
wonkl be necessary, is a small salary to be
paid to one of the existing professors to
supervise the econduct of the curriculum .and
the students who enter themselves. It would
not be in the alightest degree necessnry for
that professor to have any knowledge what-
ever of law. All we would have to do
would be to place the professor in vharge
of the studies of those people. We would
say to him, ‘‘You are to see that these
students attend their proper lectures in the
proper order, and to sec that they condurt
themselvea as students should; and that is
aﬂ]..l]

The Premier: Would the governing au-
thorities of the Universily be agreeahle to
that ?

Mr. DAVY: T do not know whether they
would or not, hut if they wounld not, I
shonld be prepared to say that ther were
not honestly in favour of extending the
scope of their institution.

The Premier: They have recently come
to me on a deputation pointing out the disa-
bilitics of our young men with regard to
law studies, and therefore I think they
should weleome such a proposal.

Mr, Hughes: Does not the member for
West Perth think that the same result could
he got by putting in a leeturer at the Tech-
nical School?

Mr. DAVY: Tf the member for East
Perth thinks the Technieal School the
proper place for teaching law, well and
good.

Mr. Hughes: But law does not alter ac-
vording to where it is taught,

Mr. DAVY: Of course not; bat a Uni-
versity has alwaya been consgidered the pro-
per place to teach things which are ecarried
cut with the head omly. The Technical
Schonl in the very essence of it is the place
where people are taught things, to perform
which they have to use their hands. It is,
no doubt, merely n distinetion; but there
must be proper divisions in every sphere
of life. It might be suitable to have law
taught at the Technical School; I should
have thonght it woulldl not. We have on
the ome hand a TUniversity to teach one
rlass of things, and on the other hand a
Technical Schoo! to teach another class of
things, Why on earth not keep that divi-
sion, which seems to have been thought wise
in the past and which seems to he hased on
very appreciable differences? The proper
means of attaining what the member for
East Perth wants i3 this method of estab-
lishing a chair of law. T am perfectly sure
that if the governing hody of the University
really want to help, the thing can be done
for a paltry hundred or two a year. The
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whole of the teaching ¢an be provided vol-
untarily; and, after all, it is not mueh to
ask of the legal profession that it should
make its voluntary contribution to the com-

munity. The medical profession for many
decades has contributed enormously for
nothing. Every publie hospital, every free

hospital throughout the British Empire is
practically staffed and carried on by the
voluntary services of medieal practitioners.
A man may go into a London hospital and
be: operated upon, gratuitously, by a sur-
geon who would c¢harge a fee of hundreds
of guineas to operate on a person not in
that hospital. As a member of the legal
profession I would be not only pleased but
intensely proud to offer my little mite to-
wards directing bright boys into that pro-
fersion. The result would be good. We
who are in the profession are proud of it,
and desire to see ourgelves entitled to be
still prouder. The way to hecome prouder
of one's profession is to get the best people
into it. The ‘‘hest’' people in that sense
are not the sons of that man or of this
man, but the boys who have the brains and
the ambition. We do not care where they
come from: if we get them into the profes-
‘ gion, we shall be more entitled to be prond
of it. T therefore say to members of this
House that the Bill, if passed, will to a
deplorable degree reduce the standard of
the legal profession. The only argument
brought forward is the argument that at
present people not properly qualified are
admitted. I agree that that is so, and I say
that it should be remedied. The only objec-
tion to the present state of affairs which
could possibly he urged is that it is a little
too diffieult, because an entirely destitute
boy cannot enter the profession. I give
memhers o solution for that: a chair of
law, I ask, therefore, that the Bill be
voted against solidly on the seeond reading.
I say it is a Bill which does not merit the
consideration of the House. T have care-
fnlly avoided making the obvious comment
on the measure, but I do ask that members
will vote the Bill down on the second read-
ing and give it no further consideration.

On motion by Mr. Marshhall debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.50 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pn., and read prayers.

QUESTION—CREAM SEPARATORS,
STATE AGENCY.

Hon. T, A, STEPHEXNSON asked the
Colonial Seeretary: 1, Is it a fact that the
State Government, through the State Imple-
ment Works, have become selling agents in
Western Australia for a foreign eompany
making or selling cream separators? 2,
Have the Gevernment, through the State
Implement Works, already purchased a
number of these foreign-made machines?
3, Is the separator a new type of machine
that has never been proved as suitable for
Australian conditions? 4, Ts the Minister
pot aware that there are alrcady six or
seven reputable firms in the State meeting
the demand for cream separators with well-
known models?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1, The general manager of the State Imple-
ment Works has become 8 selling agent for
cream separaters maide in Sweden. 2, An
order has heen placed for 50, the selling
price of which will be considerably below
the price now being paid by settlers. 3,
The marchine has been tested and approved
of by the Dairy Expert, Agricultural De-
partment. 4, T am not aware of the num-
her of firms who are selling, but I am in-
formed that all separators used locally are
of foreign make,

BILL—PRESBYTERTAN CHURCH ACT
AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Colonial Secretary and
read a first time.

MOTION—TRAMWAYS AND WATER
STPPLY.

Transfer to Local Governing Bodies.

Hon., C. F. BAXTER (Fast) [4.35]: I
move—

That in the opinion of this House the
Governinent  should  immediatrly enter
into nenotiations for the transfer of the
mefropoliten tramway  system  and  the
metropolitan wat-r supply to represenia-
tires of the loeal bodies concerned.



